





























PREFACE

Tuis volume contains, besides selections from the
well-known works of Dr. Westcott, passages from
his occasional Sermons, Essays, and Addresses
hitherto familiar only to a few.

To students of Divinity it is thought it will be
an advantage to possess in a compendious form
characteristic passages from Dr. Westcott’s writ-
ings on the theological problems of our time.

The “Lessons of Literature and Art,” with
their unique teaching on the mission of poet and
painter “to present the truth of things under the
aspect of beauty,” must have a special value to
many. :

There is much also in these pages that cannot
fail to be acceptable to a wide circle of readers,
whose interests centre rather in the course of
ordinary life.

To all, it is believed, this volume will be
welcome in proportion as they realise the truth
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vi PREFACE

which Dr. Westcott, throughout his writings, with
so much force and beauty teaches—that « Christi-
anity takes account of the whole nature of man,
consecrating to its service the natural exercise of
cvery power and the fulfilment of every situation
in which he is placed.”

For the choice of the passages selected the
Editor alone is responsible.
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THE RECORDS OF REVELATION

Lsaiah’s Vision is Esaiah’s Call

THE vision of God is the call of the prophet. No-
where is the thought presented to us in the Bible with
more moving force than in the record of Isaiah’s mission
(Isa. vi. 1-10).

Isaiah, a layman, as you remember, was, it appears,
in the Temple court, and he saw in a trance the way into
the holiest place laid open. The veils were removed
from the sanctuary and shrine, and he beheld more than
met the eyes of the High Priest, the one representative
of the people, on the day on which he was admitted, year
by year, to the dark chamber which shrouded the Divine
Presence.

He beheld not the glory resting upon the symbolic
ark, but the Lord sitting upon the throne high and lifted
up; not the carved figures of angels, but the seraphim
standing with outstretched wings, ready for swift service ;
not the vapour of earthly incense, but the cloud of smoke
which witnessed to the Majesty which it hid.

This opening of “the eyes of his heart,” was God’s gift,
God’s call to him. Other worshippers about the young
prophet saw, as we must suppose, nothing but ¢ the light of
common day,” the ordinary sights of the habitual service—
the great sea of brass, and the altar of burnt offering, and
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the stately portal of the holy place, and priests and
Levites busy with their familiar work. But for an
eternal moment Isaiah’s senses were unsealed. He saw
that which is, and not that which appears. For him the
symbol of God dwelling in light unapproachable, was
transformed into a personal presence; for him the
chequered scene of labour and worship was filled with
the train of God ; for him the marvels of human skill
were instinct with the life of God.

Such a vision, such a revelation taken into the soul,
was for Isaiah an illumination of the world He could
at last see all creation in its true nature through the light
of God. So to have looked upon it was to have gained
that which the seer, cleansed by the sacred fire, was con-
strained to declare. Humbled and purified in his
humiliation, he could have but one answer when the
voice of the Lord required a messenger, “ Here am I,
send me.”

The Incarnation a fuller Vision of Gov

WHEN the prophet Isaiah looked upon that august
sight, he saw, as St. John tells us, Christ’s glory ; he saw .
in figures and far off that which we have been allowed to
contemplate more nearly and with the power of closer
apprehension. He saw in transitory shadows that which
we have received in a historic Presence.

By the Incarnation God has entered, and empowered
us to feel that He has entered, into fellowship with
humanity and men. As often as that birth rises before
our eyes, all heaven is indeed rent open, and all earth is
displayed as God made it.

For us, then, the vision and call of Isaiah find a fuller
form, a more sovereign voice in the Gospel than the
Jewish prophet could know.
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The Reality of the Vision

THERE is nothing in life more real than such a
vision. It is the pure light of heaven so broken by the
shadows of earth that we can bear it. Do not then turn
from it, or dismiss it as a dream. Meet it with the
response of glad devotion.

It is easy, alas, to question the authority of the
greatest thoughts which God sends us. It is easy to
darken them and to lose them. But it is not easy to live
on to the end without them. There is, happily, a noble
discontent which disturbs all self-centred pleasure.

You are stirred with truest joy, and braced to labour
best at your little tasks, while you welcome and keep
before you the loftiest ideal of the method and the aim
of work and being which God has made known to you.
That is, indeed, His revelation, the vision of Himself.
So He declares what He would have you do, what He
will enable you to do. So He calls you to be prophets.

The Enterpretation of the Pision

THE prophet’s teaching must be the translation of his
experience. He bears witness of that which he has seen.
His words are not an echo but a living testimony. The
heart alone can speak to the heart. But he who has
beheld the least fragment of the divine glory, he who
has spelt out in letters of light on the face of the world
one syllable of the Triune Name, will feel a confidence
and a power which nothing else can bring.

The Gospel & Groming MMessage, not a Steveotpped
Tradition
LET us thank God that He has called us, in the fulfil-
ment of our prophet’s office, to unfold a growing message,
and not to rehearse a stereotyped tradition.
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The Gospel of Christ incarnate, the Gospel of the
Holy Trinity, is new now as it has been new in all the
past,—as it will be new, new in its power and new in its
meaning, while the world lasts.

It was new when St. John at Ephesus was enabled
to express its fundamental truth in the doctrine of the
Word ; new when Athanasius at Niceea affirmed through
it the living unity of the Godhead without derogating
from the Lord’s Deity ; new when Anselm at Bec sought
in it, however partially and inadequately, a solution of
the problem of eternal justice; mew when Luther at
Wittenberg found in it the ground of personal communion
with God; new in our own generation, new with an
untold message, when we are bidden to acknowledge
in it the pledge of that ultimate fellowship of created
things which the latest researches in nature and history
offer for consecration.

The Transformation of Lile

WE, as we behold the Divine Image under the light
of our own day, must labour to bring to our view of “the
world "—the order for a time separated from God—that
thought of God which makes it again a fit object of our
love as it is the object of the love of God; to bring
to our view of the present that sense of eternity which
transfigures our estimate of great and small, of success
and failure.

The transformation of life requires no more; it is
possible with no less. And to us Christians the charge
is given to bear this prophetic message to men.

The Potuer of Reberence a Measure of the Potoer of Vising

€<
HE that wonders shall reign;” “He that is near
me is near fire,” are among the few traditional sayings
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attributed to the Lord, which seem to be stamped as
divine.

Awe, awe the lowliest and the most self-suppressing,
is a sign not of littleness, but of nobility.

Our power of reverence is a measure of our power of
rising.

As we bow in intelligent worship before the face of our
King, His Spirit—a spirit of fire—enters into us. We
feel that we are made partakers of the Divine nature
because we can acknowledge with a true faith its spiritual
glories, and lay ourselves

Passive and still before the awful Throne . . .
Consumed, yet quickened, by the glance of God.

The Vision at once Abaging and Elehating

IN the stress of restless occupation we are tempted to
leave too much out of sight the inevitable mysteries of
life. We deal lightly with the greatest questions. We
are peremptory in defining details of dogma beyond
the teaching of Scripture. We are familiar beyond
apostolic precedent in our approaches to God. We
fashion heavenly things after the fashion of earth.

If we are cast down by the meannesses, the sorrows,
the sins of the world, it is because we dwell on some
little part of which we see little; but let the thought of
God in Christ come in, and we can rest in that holy
splendour. At the same time let us not dare to confine
at our will the action of the light. It is our own irre-
parable loss if in our conception of doctrine we gain
clearness of definition by following out the human con-
ditions of apprehending the divine, and forget that
every outline is the expression in terms of a lower order
of that which is many-sided.
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The Progpect of one Purpose opened to us by the
Ol Testament

THERE are difficulties in the Old Testament, difficulties
which perhaps we cannot explain. We have no desire
to extenuate or to hide them. It would be strange if we
had : for it is through these, as we believe, that we shall
in due time learn to know better God’s ways of dealing
with us. But we are also bound to remember that the
Old Testament offers to us something far higher, deeper,
more majestic, more inspiring than materials for literary
problems. The Old Testament, on any theory as to the
origin of the writings which it contains, shews to us
before all other books the philosophy of history in re-
presentative facts and in conscious judgments. It opens
to us the prospect of one purpose variously reflected in
writings spread over a thousand years: of one purpose
moving onwards with a continuous growth among the
barren despotisms of the East: of one purpose fulfilled
in an unbroken national life which closed only when its
goal was reached. The records in which this history is
contained are strangely contrasted in style, in composi-
tion, in scope. They are outwardly disconnected, broken,
incomplete : they belong to different ages of society :
they are coloured by the natural peculiarities of different
temperaments : they appeal to different feelings. But
still in spite of this fragmentariness which seems to
exclude the possibility of vital coherence: in spite of
this variety which seems to be inconsistent with the
presence of one informing influence, they show a con-
tinuity of progressive life which is found nowhere else,
even in a dream. They enable us to see the chosen
people raised step by step through failure and rebellion
and disaster to a higher level, furnished with larger con-
ceptions of truth, filled with nobler ideas of a spiritual
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kingdom, fitted at last to offer to the Lord the disciples
who should be the first teachers of His Gospel, and to
provide a home where, as we read, “ Jesus increased in
wisdom, and in favour with God and man.” The world
can show no parallel to this divine growth, no parallel
to this divine narrative of a divine growth, in all the
stirring annals of time. The great monarchies rose and
fell around the little Jewish state. Other nations shone
with more conspicuous glory, but the people of God
lived on. They were not endowed with splendid gifts,
which at once command the admiration of this world.
They appealed to no triumphs of victorious enterprise ;
they showed no monuments of creative art. They were
divided, oppressed, carried captive, ¢ persecuted, but not
forsaken, cast down, but not destroyed.” By the power
of their consecration they lived on; by the power of
that “spirit of prophecy” which was in them they con-
verted to the service of their faith the treasures of their
conquerors; they lived on because they saw the invisible,
and they were inspired to interpret, for all who should
come after, the law of their life.

What then, we ask, are the characteristics of this
Spirit of prophecy, of this Spirit of the Old Testament
of which we speak ? What are the main ideas by which
Israel witnessed for centuries to the future advent of
Christ? Briefly, I think, these: that Spirit witnessed to
the unity of the human race as made by God in His
own image ; and it witnessed further to the belief that
God would of His own love, and in His own wisdom,
bring man and men into conformity with Himself. God
is the one Creator of men: God is the one King
of men. These thoughts breathe through the Old
Testament from beginning to end. These thoughts
Christ the Son of man fulfilled. By these thoughts
‘““the spirit of prophecy,” and “the testimony of Jesus”
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are shewn to be related as promise and accomplish-
ment.

Judaism not Eseentially Erelusie

N O view of Judaism can be more false than that which
seems to be most common, that it was essentially ex-
clusive. It was exclusive, and necessarily exclusive, so
far as it was a beginning, a preparation, a discipline.
But it was always pointing to a consummation. It was
exclusive in its decay and fall, when general faithlessness
had reduced it to the level of a sect. But from the
first it was not so.

Wniqueness of Jetoish Wistory

IT is possible to find in the great teachers of other
nations premature and fragmentary visions of truth,
sometimes more attractive in themselves than the corre-
sponding parts of the Old Testament ; but they are visions
premature and fragmentary. The Old Testament teaches
by facts, by the organic and continuous development of
a body. The Lord is not an abstraction, but a King,
speaking, chastening, saving. The theatre of man’s
highest energies is not an imaginary Elysium of souls,
but the earth with all its trials and contradictions. The
prospect of the invisible future is almost excluded, lest
men should forget that the world and all the powers of
the world have to be conquered. One eternal counsel
is carried forward, interpreted, applied, as those can
bear it to whom its practical fulfilment is intrusted.

Let any one strive to concentrate his attention upon
the life of which the Bible is the record, and not upon
the record itself, and I venture to affirm that the thought
will rise in his soul, to which Jacob gave utterance when
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he had seen in a vision earth and heaven united : S/t'rely
the Lord is in this place, and I knew it not.

If it is certain that the writings of the Old Testament
offer to us many grave difficulties which we are at present
unable to overcome, it is no less certain that they offer
a revelation of a purpose and a presence of God which
bears in itself the stamp of truth. The difficulties lie in
points of criticism ; the revelation is given in the facts of
a peoplée’s life.

The Testimony foe are to BVear

IT would have been hard—and we may thank God
that we are spared the trial—to acknowledge a Galileean
teacher, as He moved among men in His infinite
humility, to be the Son of God. It is hard still to find
that He is with us, to discern His message in lessons
perhaps as strange as those which startled His first
hearers ; to recognise His form in those whom fashion
despises. Yet is it not the duty to which we are called ?
Is not this the office for which we have been furnished
with a divine equipment ?

The last voice of the Lord has not yet spoken. The
last victory of the Lord has not yet been won.

We have known the facts of which all divine utterances
are the exposition: we have looked upon the end in
which all other ends are included. For us the dark and
mysterious sayings of lawgiver, and seer, and psalmist
have been changed into the simple message of that
which has been fulfilled among men : for us the language
of struggling hope has been changed into the confession
of historic belief : for us, not only as the confirmation of
our faith, but as the guide of our Christian effort, #Z¢
lestimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.




12 THE RECORDS OF REVELATION

The Glory of the Lord in the O and Nefos Testaments

T HE glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh
shall see 1t. These words give the theme of the gospel
of the Old Testament, that “ Gospel before the Gospel ”
which is contained in the second part of Isaiah, where
prophecy finds its crown and consummation.

No possible conclusions of criticism can affect the
unique majesty of the vision of great hope which rises
out of them. Questions of date and authorship sink
wholly into the background in view of the truths which
the prophet declares.

Let any one read that Gospel of national life as a
whole in its environment, and he will find what inspira-
tion is: he will find what prophecy is; the sight of God
and the living interpretation of the world in the light of
His Presence. The situation is clear whether it be
foreseen or only seen: the promise is clear; the fulfil-
ment is clear.

The Bible is one widening answer to the prayer of
Moses, Shew me Thy glory, which is the natural cry of
every soul made for God.

The Jets a Prophetic, a Megsianic Nation

FROM the date of the Return, the Jews fulfilled their
office as a prophetic, a Messianic nation.

We do not, I think, reflect sufficiently upon the
grandeur of their work. The old world has nothing to
shew like it. It was given to other races to feel after
and to unfold the broad sympathies of nature, the subtle
attractiveness of beauty, the wise discipline of law, but
the Jew received and witnessed to the idea of holiness
which is the consecration of being.
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Lnotledge gained through Eforts

\/VE must use ungrudging labour. Z%e Son of God
. . . hath given us an understanding that we may know
. . . He does not—we may say, without presumption,

He cannot—give us the knowledge, but the power and

the opportunity of gaining the knowledge.

Revelation is not so much the disclosure of the truth
as the presentment of the facts on which the truth can
be discerned.

It is given through life and to living men. It finds
us men and it leaves us men. It is the ground of
unending, untiring effort towards a larger vital appre-
hension of that which is laid open. It is not for the
satisfaction of the intellectual part of our nature alone,
but for the unfolding of our whole nature.

Men were made to seek God: that is the foundation
of revelation; to know Him as man: that is the con-
dition of revelation; to grow into His likeness: that is
the test of revelation.

Moly Bcripture Wnerhausted any Enerhaustible

NO doubt we have used the Scriptures for purposes
for which they were not designed. We have treated
them too often as the one mechanical utterance of the
Spirit, and not as writings through which the Spirit Him-
self speaks.

There is an immeasurable difference between making
the Bible a storehouse of formal promises from which
doctrinal systems can be infallibly constructed, and
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making it in its whole fulness the final test of necessary
truth.

The Bible itself teaches us by its antithetic utterances
that no single expression of the truth is co-extensive
with the truth itself. And life proves beyond question
that words gather wealth in the course of the ages.

It is not too much to say that no formula which ex-
presses clearly the thought of one generation, can convey
the same meaning to the generation which follows.

The language of the Bible grows more harmoniously
luminous with the growing light. When its words are
read and interpreted simply, as words still living, they
are found to give the spiritual message which each age
requires, the one message made audible to each hearer
in the language wherein he was born.

Holy Scripture is unexhausted and inexhaustible.
All later knowledge is as a commentary which guides us
further into the true understanding of prophets, apostles,
and evangelists: through old forms, old words, old
thoughts—old and yet new—the Spirit of God speaks
to us with a voice never before clearly intelligible as we
can hear it.

Our Songhip

IF Christ be Son, then we who are in Christ are sons
also. That relationship does not depend upon any
precarious exercise of our own choice.

We do not determine our parentage. We are
children of a heavenly Father by His will; and in that
fact lies confidence which no failure can annul.

The Incarnation of Christ sets forth the reality of our
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sonship : the life of Christ sets forth the duties of our
sonship: the Passion of Christ sets forth, so that we
tremble when we regard them, the privileges of our
sonship.

If we are perplexed by the results and claims of
physical or historical investigations, if opinions which
have been handed down to us from early times appear
to us to be no longer tenable, if we have to readjust our
interpretation of the facts of the Faith: let us welcome
the truths which are established as revelations offered to
meet the requirements of a later age, untroubled by the
hasty deductions which are made from them: let us
welcome them with the earliest petition which we
learnt to make: Owr Father, hallowed be Thy Name ;
may every fresh discovery in the order of nature and
in the life of men be so accepted as to shew more of
Thy Glory of Whom every fatherhood in heaven and on
earth is named.

The WWory anv the Thrist

IF the thought of Christ as the Word fills us with courage,
the thought of the Word as Christ fills us with patience.

It cannot have been for nothing that God was pleased
to disclose His counsels fragment by fragment, through
long intervals of silence and disappointment and disaster.

In that slow preparation for the perfect revelation of
Himself to men which was most inadequately appre-
hended till it was finally given, we discern the pattern of
His ways.

As it was in the case of the first Advent, even so now
He is guiding the course of the world to the second
Advent.

The Gospel of St. John from first to last is a record of
the conflict between men’s thoughts of Christ and Christ’s
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revelations of Himself. Partial knowledge when it was
maintained by selfishness was hardened into unbelief:
partial knowledge when it was inspired by love was
quickened into faith.

The Son of man came to fulfil all teaching of past
history, to illuminate all the teaching of future history ;
and therefore He first revealed Himself by this title
“ Christ,” the seal of the fulfilment of the Divine Will
through the slow processes of life.

Whaiting, Watching, and Hoping

DO not we assume that all things will go on as they
have gone on for eighteen hundred years ? And yet are
not these centuries as full of divine warnings, of signs of
judgment, of movements towards a kingdom of heaven, as
the ages which preceded the first Advent?

Without hasting without resting let us move forwards
with our faces towards the light to meet the Lord. /7
your patience ye shall win your souls: here is His
promise.

There is the danger now which there was in old time,
lest we mistake the reflection of our own imaginings for
the shape of God’s promises. We see a little, and forth-
with we are tempted to make it all. We yield to the
temptation, and become blind to the larger designs
of Providence.

Our faith, our wisdom, our safety, lie in keeping our-
selves open to every sign of His coming.

Life if we look at it in Christ is transfigured : Death
if we look at it in Christ is conquered.

“Christ—” That one word is a historic Gospel
hallowing all time.
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Not to a teacher of Israel, not to the disputants at
Jerusalem, not to the eager multitudes who offered an
army and a throne, but to a simple, sinful woman, an
outcast from the Synagogue, an alien, the Lord declared
Himself to be the Christ.

Christ is at once our remote and future aim, and our
immediate and present stay.

The Breav of Life

THE phrase “to eat the flesh of Christ ” expresses, as
perhaps no other language could express, the great truth
that Christians are made partakers of the human nature
of their Lord, which is united in One Person to His
Divine nature ; that He imparts to us now, and that we
can receive into our manhood, something of His man-
hood, which may be the seed, so to speak, of the
glorified bodies in which we shall hereafter behold Him.

7 am the Bread of Life.—TIt is equally wrong to regard
the words as a simple prophecy of the Holy Eucharist
and to dissociate them from it.

He in us, that we may never despair when we are
beset by difficulties; we in Him, that when we have
attained something we may reach forward to greater
victories.

The Light of the Worly

[ AM the Light of the World.— Any one who has
watched a sunrise among mountains will know how the
light opens out depths of beauty and life where but lately
the eye rested on a cold monotony of gloom or mist. At
one moment only the sharp dark outline of the distant

C
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ranges stands out against the rosy sky, and at the next,
peak after peak catches the living fire, which then creeps
slowly down their rocky slopes, and woods and streams
and meadows and homesteads start out from the dull
shadows, and the grass on which we stand sparkles with
a thousand dewdrops.

Now all this represents in a figure what is the effect
of the presence of Christ in the world when the eye is
opened to sce Him.

All that hath come into being was life in Him,
before time, and the life was the light of men.

Let the thought of Christ rest on anything about us,
great or small, and it will forthwith reflect on the
awakened soul some new image of His power and love.
Whatever is, was made through Him and subsists in
Him.

And it is by the living apprehension of this truth
alone that we can gain any deep insight into the marvels
by which we are encompassed.

Lam the Light of the World—The light which reveals
the world does not make the darkness, but it makes the
darkness felt.

If the sun is hidden all is shadow, though we call
that shadow only which is contrasted with the sunlight ;
for the contrast seems to intensify that which is, however,
left just what it was before.

And this is what Christ has done by His coming.
He stands before the world in perfect purity, and we
feel, as men could not feel before He came, the imper-
fection, the impurity of the world.

The line of separation is drawn for ever, and the
" conscience of men acknowledges that it is rightly drawn.

Nothing is more truly one than light, yet nothing is
more manifold.
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For us the glory of heaven is tempered in a thousand
hues, but we know even now that these thousand hues
spring from and issue in the light which God is, and in
which He dwelleth.

A Christian cannot rest in anything which has been
already gained. New acquisitions of knowledge, new
modes of thought, new forms of society, are always calling
for interpretation, for recognition, for adjustment.

No one can mistake the problems which the present
generation is called to face: no one who has felt in the
least degree the power of Christ can doubt that he has
in his faith that wherewith to illuminate them.

There are the trials of wealth burdened by an inherit-
ance of luxury, which checks the growth of fellow-feeling,
and enfeebles the energy of Christian love.

There are the trials of poverty worn by the struggle
for bare existence, which exhausts the forces properly
destined to minister to the healthy development of the
fulness of life.

There is the separation of class from class which
seems to become wider with increasing rapidity through
the circumstances of modern labour and commerce.

There is the concentration of the population incrowded
towns where the conditions of dwelling exclude large
bodies of men from all share in some of the noblest
teachings of nature.

There is the exaggerated extension of empires, which
brings as its necessary consequence the crushing burden
of military expenditure, and at the same time lessens the
responsibility of the individual citizen.

There is the impatient questioning of old beliefs, which
gives an unreal value to the appeal to authority and casts
suspicion upon sympathetic efforts to meet doubt. But
to meet all these dark problems, our light—the Light of
Life—is unexhausted and inexhaustible.
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And this only is required of us if we would know its
quickening, cheering, warming energies, that we should
follow it.

Only if we “cling to our first fault,” if we pause when
we are called to swift advance, if we faithlessly dis-
believe that anything is offered to us which was not
given to those before us, the darkness will overtake us,
and our true road will be hidden.

We smile at evil, we dally with it, we do not confess
in act that we hate it with a perfect hatred.

And the temptation to this false indifferentism is the
more perilous because it comes to us in the guise of
humility and self-distrust.

Christ the Dogr of the Sheep

THE fold which the Christian enters through Christ,
the fold which gives safety to the flock, is a place for
shelter, and not a place for isolation. He who has passed
into it, and found in it his proper home, finds it also a
vantage-ground for wider action. When the time comes
he passes out, but he still observes the law that he passes
out through Christ.

I am the door, by Me if any man enter in he . . .
shall go in and go out and shall find pasture.

The world is a barren wilderness only to those who
do not approach it through Christ.

The Christian then passes into the world, doing his
Master’s work there, by the way which his Master opens,
but he does not remain in the world. He never wanders
so far, he never is so deeply engrossed in the pursuits to
which he is guided, as not to return to the fold when
the darkness falls and the time of working is over.
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Christ the Good Shepherd

OF all the images of Christ this is that which has ever
appealed most forcibly to the universal instincts of men.
It has been illustrated by art: it has been consecrated
by history. When believers first sought to write the
symbols of their faith upon the walls of the catacombs,
they drew Christ as a Shepherd. And that earliest
figure has never passed away from us.

Many who care little for painting must have hung
with affection over the picture in which the Saviour is
shown patiently and lovingly disentangling the lamb from
the thorns by which it is imprisoned and torn. Many
who care little for music must have been soothed by the
air in which the office of Messiah the Shepherd has
been described in universal language. All that we can
imagine of tenderness, of endurance, of courage, of
watchfulness, of devotion, is gathered up in the thought
of the pastoral charge ; and that charge Christ has taken
over us.

From the earliest times men have felt the beauty and
the truth of the image.

Theoldest of Greek poets speaks of kings as “shepherds
of men,” but for the Jews this aspect of authority was
set forth by living parables in each great crisis of their
national growth. The patriarchs were shepherds ; Moses
was a shepherd ; David was a shepherd.

Christ the Good Shepherd transfigured for ever the
method, the conception, the fulfilment of leadership.

Nor can we forget that by consecrating this figure as
the image of His power, Christ has given us a revelation
of the character of all true government. While He tells
us what He is to us, He tells us what we should strive to
be to others. That which He makes known of His
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relationship to His people is true of all right exercise of
authority. It does not matter whether authority be
exercised in the Church, or in the nation, or in the city,
or in the factory, or in the school, or in the family ; the
two great principles by which it must be directed are the
same; and these are self-sacrifice and sympathy. Govern-
ment which rests on any other basis is so far a tyranny
and no true government.

Falge Viets of Authority

PERHAPS the most urgent perils of our age spring
from the forgetfulness of this divine theory of govern-
ment. There is much of the spirit of the hireling
among us ; there is more of the affectation of the spirit.
We hide ourselves, and we make but little effort to
penetrate to the hearts of others. The nobility of
leadership has been degraded in conception if not in act.
The transitory accessories of popularity and wealth and
splendour have obscured that absolute devotion to others
which is its life. It has been supposed to end in lofty
isclation and not in the most intense fellowship.

A truer Vietw attainable for our Generation

BUT with all this, there are among us nobler strivings
after a truer and more abiding order: there is an
impatience of the unnatural ignorance by which we are
separated from one another as classes and as individuals ;
there are generous impulses which move men with
aspirations towards silent yet complete self-surrender ;
there is something of an awakened capacity to embody
in the nation and in society the central truths of the
Gospel. Here it seems lies the work of England in this
generation ; and while our thoughts are turned to the
Good Shepherd, may we pray for ourselves and for
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others that He will infuse the virtue of His Life and
Passion into each office which we have to discharge for
our families, for our country, for our Church ; that He will
lay the print of His Cross upon all the symbols of our
power, and enlighten our counsels with the insight of
His Love. '

Christ the Wesurrection and the Life

HE raising of Lazarus is nothing more than the
translation of an eternal lesson into an outward and
intelligible form.

The command of sovereign power, Lazarus, come forth,
is but one partial and transitory fulfilment of the absolute
and unchanging gospel, 7 am the Resurrection and the
Life.

In these words Christ turns the thoughts of His
hearers from all else upon Himself. The point at issue
is not any gift which He can bestow, not any blessing
which He can procure, but the right perception of what
He is.

The Galileans asked Him for the bread from
heaven; He replied, 7 am the Bread of Life. The
people were distracted by doubt; their leaders were
blinded by prejudice ; and He said, J/ am the Light of
the World. Martha, after touching with sad yet faithful
resignation upon aid apparently withheld, fixed her hope
on some remote time, when her brother should rise again
at the last day; and He called her to a present and
personal joy. He revealed to her that death even in its
apparent triumph wins no true victory: that life is
something inexpressibly vast and mysterious, centred in
one who neither knows nor can know any change ; that
beyond the earth-born clouds, which mar and hide it,
there is an infinite glory of heaven in which men are
made partakers.

~
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Christ the Wap to men Perplexed

ALL that Christ said to the apostles on the eve of
His Passion He has said, and still says, to men in every
great crisis of history.

The trial to which the first disciples were exposed
was peculiar rather in its form than in its essential
character.

It was the trial which belongs to every period of
transition. It was a trial which presses, and will press,
most heavily on our generation.

Men are perplexed. The infinite complexity and
hurry and intensity of modern life confuses our percep-
tion of its general tendency. The old paths appear to
be lost in a wild maze. Eager voices call us to follow
this track or that. If we pause a moment we are at
once left behind by our fellow-travellers. There is no
repose, no strength of quietness, no patient waiting for
fuller knowledge. We are almost driven to ask if there
be any way, any end at all before us? And if there be,
whether it is not hopeless for us to look for it?

At such times let us hearken to Christ’s voice, 7 am
the Way, and the purpose and order will come back to
the world. We shall see that through all the ages there
does run one way of self-sacrifice, and that way is Christ.
All other ways soon disappear. They are drawn to this
or lost in the darkness.

Chrigt the Teuth for men Uncertain

EN are uncertain. So much that has been held
sacred for ages has been questioned or found false ; so
many social theories have been rudely scattered; so
many noble traditions have been resolved into legends ;
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so many popular interpretations of Holy Scripture have
been found baseless, that, when we look round on the
ruin of old beliefs, we can hardly wonder that the ques-
tion should arise whether there is anything on which
faith can still repose.

When the trial is sorest the words of Christ, / am the
Truth, at once lift us into that loftier region wherein no
doubt or falsehood enters. Christ, the Son of God and
the Son of man; Christ, the Uniter of the seen and the
unseen ; Christ, the Reconciler of the sinful and the Sin-
less—He is the Truth. In Him 7 is essentially and
eternally, all that is presented to us in the images of
order and beauty and purity and love which surround us.

Christ the Life to those Bounv by Bense

MEN are sense-bound. The claims of the world upon
us are so many and so urgent : the triumphs of physical
science are so unquestionable and so wide: the marvels
of that which we can see and feel are so engrossing and
inexhaustible, that it is not surprising that we should be
tempted to rest on them: to take the visible for our
heritage : to close our souls up against those subtle
questionings whereby they strive after the knowledge of
that which no eye hath seen or ear heard or hand felt,
that life of the plant, of the man, of the world, which
comes as we know not and goes as we know not.

But strong as the charm may be to lull to sleep that
which is noblest within us, the words of Christ, 7 am the
ZLife, can break it. We feel that that thought of a Divine
personality underlying outward things, quickening them,
shaping them, preserving through dissolution the sum of
their gathered wealth, answers to a want within us.
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Chrigt the True Vine

AMONG the parables of the Lord no one moved the
people more deeply than that of the wicked husbandmen
who would have made the Lord’s vineyard their own by
the murder of the true heir.

The thoughts of fifteen hundred years of beauty, of
growth, of luxuriance, of fertility, of joy, were gathered
round the vine, and at the end Christ says that all those
thoughts were fulfilled in Him: 7 am the true—the
ideal— Vine.

Each living part of #ke true Vine is ideally the same,
and yet individually different.

Our differences are given us to fit us for the discharge
of special offices in its life. If, therefore, we seek to
obliterate them or to exaggerate them, we mar its
symmetry and check its fruitfulness.

We may have noticed how in a rose the coloured
flower-leaf sometimes goes back to the green stem-leaf,
and the beauty of the flower is at once destroyed. Just
so it is with ourselves. If we affect a work other than
that for which we are made, we destroy that which we
ought to further.

Our special service, and all true service is the same,
lies in doing that which we find waiting to be done by us.

We cannot compare the relative value of the leaves
and the tendrils and the flowers on the vine : it is healthy
and vigorous and fruitful because all are there. We
cannot clearly define the minute features by which leaf
is distinguished from leaf, or flower from flower, but we
can feel how the whole gains in beauty by the endless
combination of their harmonious contrasts.




THE REVELATION OF THE FATHER 27

From the figure we turn to ourselves; and when we
look upon our own restless and ambitious strivings;
upon our efforts to seem to be what we are not; upon
our unceasing mimicry of those about us; upon our
impatience of the conditions of our little duties ; can we
venture to think that we have learnt, as we may yet
learn, the first lesson of the Vine ?

The Unity bettoeen Past and Present

CUT down the tree, and you will read its history in
the rings of its growth. We count and measure them,
and reckon that so long ago was a year of dearth, so long
ago a year of abundance. The wound has been healed,
but the scar remains to witness to its infliction. The
very moss upon its bark tells how the trunk stood to the
rain and the sunshine. The direction of its branches
reveals the storms which habitually beat upon them.
We call the whole perennial, and yet each year sees
what is indeed a new tree rise over the gathered growths
of earlier time, and die when it has fulfilled its work.

And all this is true of the society of men. We are
what a long descent has made us. Times of supersti-
tion and misgovernment and selfish indulgence have left,
and ever will leave, their marks upon us. There are
unhealthy parts on which the cleansing light has not
fallen. There are distorted outgrowths which have
suffered for want of shelter and want of care. And there
are too, let us thank God for it, solid and substantial
supports for developments yet to come: great boughs,
as it were, towering heavenward, through which our little
results of life may be borne aloft ; ripe fruits which may
be made the beginnings of wider vitality through our
service.
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The Fuman Conception of God giben back and
ballofwed in Christ

IN the earliest ages God was pleased to satisfy man’s
instincts by transferring to Himself in a figure the senses
and feelings of men. The saints of old time, with
childlike minds, rejoiced to think that His “eye” was
upon them ; that His ‘“ear” was open to their prayers.

The thought of His “wrath” or ‘“jealousy” moved
them with wholesome fear; the thought of His “com-
passion” and “repentance” raised them from hopeless
despair.

It was as easy as it was vain for philosophy to point
out that in all this they were extending finite ideas to an
infinite Being. They could not surrender what was the
soul of religion. And when the fulness of time came,
all that had been figure before was made reality. Christ
in His own Person reconciled the finite and the infinite ;
man and God.

God in Christ gives back to us all that seemed to
have been lost by the necessary widening of thought
through the progress of ages. We can without misgiving
apply the language of human feeling to Him whom we
worship.

We can give distinctness to the object of our adora-
tion without peril of idolatry. The limitations of our
being do not measure the truth, but they are made fit
to express it for us.

The Rebelation of a Netw Life

HE Resurrection, if we may so speak, shows us the
change which would have passed over the earthly life of
man if sin had not brought death.
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Nothing perhaps is more surprising in the whole
sum of inspired teaching than the way in which the
different appearances of Christ after His Resurrection
meet and satisfy the aspirations of man towards a know-
ledge of the unseen world.

As we fix our thoughts steadily upon them we learn
how our life is independent of its present conditions ;
how we also can live through death; how we can retain
all the issues of the past without being bound by the
limitations under which they were shaped. Christ rose
from the grave changed and yet the same; and in Him
we have the pledge and type of our rising.

Christ Changey pet the Same

CHRIST was changed. He was no longer subject to
the laws of the material order to which His earthly life
was previously conformed. As has been well said:
“What was natural to Him before is now miraculous;
what was before miraculous is now natural.”

Or, to put the thought in another form, in our earthly
life the spirit is manifested through the body ; in the life
of the Risen Christ the Body is manifested (may we not
say so?) through the Spirit.

He “appears,” and no longer is seen coming. He
is found present, no one knows from whence ; He passes
away, no one knows whither.

Thus Christ is seen to be changed, but none the less
He is also seen to be essentially the same. Nothing
has been left in the grave though all has been transfigured.

It is not that Christ’s soul lives on, divested of the
essence as of the accidents of the earthly garments in
which it was for a little arrayed. It is not that His body,
torn and wounded, is restored, such as it was, to its former
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vigour and beauty. But in Him soul and body, in the
indissoluble union of a perfect manhood, are seen
triumphant over the last penalty of sin.

In Him first #e corruptible puts on incorruption,
and the mortal puts on immortality, without ceasing to
“be” so far as it has been, that in Him we may learn
something more of the possibilities of human life, which,
as far as we can observe it with our present powers, is
sad and fleeting; that in Him we may lift our eyes to
heaven our home, and find it about us even here ; that in
Him we may be enabled to gain some sure confidence
of fellowship with the departed; that in Him we may
have our hope steadfast, unmovable, knowing that our
labour cannot be in vain.

The Bebelation made of Necessity to Welichers

THAT which is of the earth can perceive only that
which is of the earth. Our senses can only grasp that
which is kindred to themselves. We see no more than
that for which we have a trained faculty of seeing.

The world could not see Christ, and Christ could not
—there is a Divine impossibility—show Himself to the
world. To have proved by incontestable evidence that
Christ rose again as Lazarus rose again, would have been
not to confirm our faith but to destroy it irretrievably.

The Revelation through FLobe
LOVE first sought the lost Lord ; and in answer to
love He also first revealed Himself.

Sursum Corda

N OT on the first Easter Morning only have those who
have truly loved Christ, those who have felt His healing
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power, those who have offered up all to His service, been
tempted to substitute the dead Body for the living Lord :
not on the first Easter Morning only have devout and
passionate worshippers sought to make that which is of
the earth the centre and type of their service: not on
the first Easter Morning only have believers been inclined
to claim absolute permanence for their own partial ap-
prehension of truth: not on the first Easter Morning
only, but in this later age I will venture to say more than
then.

For it is impossible, when we look at the subjects and
method of current controversy, not to ask ourselves sadly
whether we ourselves are busy in building the tomb of
Christ, or really ready to recognise Him if He comes to
us in the form of a new life ; whether we are fruitlessly
moaning over a loss which is, in fact, the condition of a
blessing, or waiting trustfully for the transfigurement of
the dead past.

It is impossible to open many popular books of
devotion, or to read many modern hymns, without feeling
that materialism has invaded faith no less than science,
and that enervating sentimentalism is corrupting the fresh
springs of manly and simple service.

It is impossible not to fear, when in the widespread
searching of hearts men cling almost desperately to
traditional phrases and customs, that we may forget the
call of Christ to occupy new regions of thought, and
labour in His name. The dangers are pressing, but
the appearance to Mary, while it reveals their essential
character, brings to us hope in facing them.

He made Himself known through sympathy. Such
is the law of His working. His earliest words to every
suffering child of man will always be, “Why weepest
thou? Whom seekest thou?”




32 THE RECORDS OF REVELATION

The sorrow which partly veils the Presence quickens the
search. And if the voice, when it comes to each one of
us, awakens in the silence of our souls the true conviction
that we do want a living Friend and Saviour, and not a
dead Body, some relic which - we can decorate with our
offerings or some formula which we can repeat with easy
pertinacity, then we in our turn shall be strengthened
to bear the discipline by which Christ in His glory leads
us to a fuller and truer view of Himself and of His
kingdom.

We shall endure gladly the removal of that which
for the time would only minister to error: we shall be
privileged to announce to others that He whom we have
found through tears and left in patient obedience, is
moving onwards to loftier scenes of triumph : we shall
learn to understand why the Lord’s own message of His
Resurrection was not “I have risen,” or “I live,” but,
“T ascend :” we shall listen till all experience and all
history, all that is in the earth of good and beautiful
and true, grows articulate with one command, the familiar
words of our Communion Service, Swursum Corda, * Lift
up your hearts ;” and we shall answer in humble devo-
tion, in patient faith, in daily struggles within and without,
“We lift them up unto the Lord,” to the Lord Risen and
Ascended.

The Repelation throughy Thought—The journen to
Cmmaus an Allegory of Life

THE journey to Emmaus is, both in its apparent sad-
ness and in its final joy, an allegory of many a life.

We traverse our appointed path with a sense of a void
unfilled, of hopes unsatisfied, of promises withdrawn.
The words of encouragement which come to us, often
from strange sources, are not sufficient to bring back the
assurance which we have lost. Yet happy are we if we
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open our griefs to Him who indeed knows them better than
ourselves, if we keep Him by our side, if we constrain
Him to abide with us. Happy if at the end, when the day
is far spent and darkness is closing round, we are allowed
to see for one moment the fulness of the Divine Presence
which has been with us all along, half cloud, half light.
But happier, and thrice happy if, when our hearts first
burn within us, while life is still fresh and the way is
still open, as One speaks to us in silent whisperings of
reproof and discipline, speaks to us in the ever-living
record of the Bible, we recognise the source of the
spiritual fire. This we may do,—nay, rather, if our faith
be a reality, this we must do,—and so feel that there has
dawned upon us from the Easter Day a splendour over
which no night can fall.

The Resurvection interprets all Life

THE Resurrection of Christ is no isolated fact. It is
not only an answer to the craving of the human heart ;
it is the key to all history, the interpretation of the
growing purpose of life: Christ hath been raised, not as
some new, strange, unprepared thing, but Chzist hath
been raised according to the Scriptures. So God fulfilled
the promises which in many parts and in many fashions
lie written in the whole record of the Bible.

The Great Commigsion

CHRIST comes not to sweep away all the growths of
the past, but to carry to its proper consummation every
undeveloped germ of right. Even so He sends us to
take our stand in the midst of things as they are; to
guard with tender thoughtfulness all that has been
consecrated to His service, and to open the way for
the many powers which work together for His glory.

D




34 THE RECORDS OF REVELATION

In Christ’s name we take possession of every fact
which is established by thought or inquiry. We fail in
duty, we fail in faith, if we allow any human interest or
endowment or acquisition to lie without the domain of
the Cross.

The Priesthoov of all Beliehers

HE greatest danger of the Church at present seems
to be not lest we should forget the peculiar functions of
the ministerial office, but lest we should allow this to
supersede the general power which it concentrates and
represents in the economy of life.

Spiritual Sight

WE have not lost more than we have gained by the
removal of the events of the Gospel history far from our
own times. The last beatitude of the Gospel is the
special endowment of the later Church.  Blessed are they
that have not seen and yet have believed. The testimony
of sense given to the apostles, like the testimony of word
given to us, is but the starting-point of faith.

The substance of faith is not a fact which we cannot
explain away, or a conclusion which we cannot escape,
but the personal apprehension of a living, loving Friend.

Doubts

WE must notice how tenderly the Lord deals with
the doubter who is ready to believe, and with what wise
tolerance the Christian society keeps within its pale him
whom a ruthless logic might have declared to be a
denier of the Gospel.

Doubts are not unbelief, and yet they open the
way to unbelief. If they are not resolutely faced, if
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they are allowed to float about like unsubstantial
shadows, if they are alleged as excuses for the neglect
of practical duties, if they are cherished as signs of
superior intelligence, the history of St. Thomas has no
encouragement for those who feel them.

The Lord revealed Himself to Thomas not while he
kept himself apart in proud isolation, or in lonely
despondency, but when he was joined to the company
of his fellow-apostles, though he could not share their
confidence.

Doubts are often dallied with : and still worse, they
are often affected.

It is strange that the hypocrisy of scepticism should be
looked upon as less repulsive than the affectation of be-
lief, yet in the present day it has become almost a fashion
for men to repeat doubts on the gravest questions without
the least sense of personal responsibility.

Nothing is more common than to be told by easy
talkers that this is impossible and that has been dis-
proved, where a very little inquiry will show that these
doubters upon trust have never even seriously attempted
to examine the conditions of the problems which they
presume to decide. For such hope lies in spiritual
conversion.

Christ has no promises for dishonest doubt any more
than for unreal faith.

Christianity shrinks from no test, but it transcends all.

The Behelation in the Work of Life

VV E must work. We must pursue our appointed task
till 2 new command comes. It may seem a poor and
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dull thing to go back from scenes of great excitement
and lofty expectation to simple duties which belonged
to an earlier time. But that is the method of God.
Perhaps it will be through these that the higher call will
come; perhaps no higher call will ever come to us.
But our duty is still the same. We cannot tell the
value of any particular service either for the society or
for our own training. Much must be done to the end
of the workman’s life which is a preparation only. The
Baptist continued to labour as he had first laboured,
though he knew and confessed, 7 must decrease.

He does not leave His people desolate, though they
do not always or at once recognise their visitation. Not
once or twice only, but as often as the cleansed eye is
turned to revolutions of society or to revolutions of
thought, to the breaking of a new day over the restless
waters of life, the believer knows by an access of power,
of knowledge, of love, that His words are true: /7 come
to you.

The Serhice of Working.

H E saith to him, Tend—shepherd (not simply feed)—
my sheep (not lambs). If there are the young and the
weak and the ignorant to be fed, there are also the
mature and the vigorous to be guided. The shepherd
must rule no less than feed. And to ‘do this wisely
and well is a harder work than the first.

If we are to do Christ’s work we must consider more
patiently than we commonly do the requirements of
those whom we have to serve. There is not one method,
one voice for all. Here there is need of the tenderest
simplicity : there of the wisest authority : there of the
ripest result of long reflection.
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The Serhice of Waiting

HE comings of the Lord are not such events as we
look for. Perhaps they are unregarded by those who
witness them ; but they are not therefore less real or
less momentous.

No one who feels the sorrows of the age would wish
to disparage the new earnestness which impels men at
present even to undisciplined and self-willed efforts for
Christ’s sake. We say rather: Would God that all the
Lord’s people were prophets. But there are dangers in
this tumult of reawakened life. Patient watching is too
often treated at present with suspicion and stigmatised
as lukewarmness. Judgments on the deepest mysteries
are received without reflection and repeated without
inquiry. Humility is interpreted as a confession of
weakness, and reserve is condemned as a cloke for
doubt. Nothing brings such sad misgivings as this
hasty intolerant temper, peculiar to no one party or
class, which is characteristic of the age.

St Peter, A Paul, any St Jobhn

ST. PETER, St. Paul, and St. John occupy in suc-
cession the principal place in the first century, each
carrying forward in due measure the work to which he
ministered. So, it is said, we may see the likeness of
St. Peter in the Church of the Middle Ages, and the
likeness of St. Paul in the Churches of the Reformation.
There remains, then, such is the conclusion, yet one
more type of the Christian society to be realised in the
world, which shall bear the likeness of St. John.

Waiting a Martprvom

VV AITING, as we must recognise and remember, is a
sacrifice of self, a real martyrdom no less than working.




38 THE RECORDS OF REVELATION

St. John by his long life, as truly as St. James by his
early death, drank of the Lord’s Cup and shared in the
Lord’s Baptism according to His own words.

To win the soul in patience, to bear the trial of
delays, to watch for the dawn through the chill hours
which precede it, to keep fresh and unsullied the great
hope that Christ will come, without presuming to decide
the fashion of His Coming, is a witness to the powers of
the unseen world, which the Spirit of God alone can
make possible.

Chrigt Present all the Daps

_LO 7 am with you, Christ said, a// the days—all the
days—unto the end of the world. And this peculiar
phrase in which the promise is expressed in the original
turns our thoughts to the manifold vicissitudes of fortune
in which the Lord is still present with His people.

He does not say simply “always,” as of a uniform
duration, but “all the days,” as if He would take account
of the changing aspects of storm and sunshine, of light
and darkness, which chequer our course.

The sense of this abiding Presence of God in Christ
both with the Church at large and with individual
believers, brings patience, and with patience, peace.

There is something deadening in the strife of words.
The silence which follows controversy is very commonly
the sign of exhaustion and not of rest. It is not by
narrowing our vision or our sympathy, by fixing our
eyes simply on that which is congenial to our feelings,
by excluding from our interest whole regions of Christen-
dom, that we can gain the repose of faith.

It is a natural but false feeling which leads us to
think that at some other time God was nearer to the
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world than He is now ; that His voice was clearer and
more intelligible ; that His government was more direct
and uniform. He is, if only we will look, still among
us, speaking to those who listen through the manifold
discoveries of the age, guiding even our fierce and selfish
conflicts so as to minister to His purpose.

And we ourselves consciously or unconsciously are
serving Him. He uses us if we do not bring ourselves
to Him a willing sacrifice.

Departure in Blegsing

IN ordinary life nothing is treasured up with more
sacred affection, nothing is more powerful to move us
with silent and abiding persuasiveness, nothing is more
able to unite together the seen and the unseen than the
last words, the last look of those who have passed away
from us, the last revelation of the life which trembles;
as it were, on the verge of its transfigurement. The last
words of Christ were a promise and a charge. The last
act of Christ was an act of blessing. The last revelation
of Christ was the elevation of the temporal into the
eternal, beyond sight and yet with the assurance of an
unbroken fellowship.

That promise, that charge, that blessing, that revela-
tion, are for us, the unchanged and unchangeable
bequest of the Risen Lord. His hands are stretched
out still. His Spirit is still hovering about us. His
work is waiting to be accomplished.




THE
GOSPEL OF THE RESURRECTION

The Besurrection True ov False—no Mean

THE power of the Resurrection, as the ground of
religious hope, lies in the very circumstance that the
event which changed the whole character of the disciples
was external to them, independent of them, unexpected
by them.

It is a real link between the seen and the unseen
worlds, or it is at best the expression of a human instinct.
Christ has escaped from the corruption of death; or
men, as far as the future is concerned, are exactly where
they were before He came.

Whatever may be the civilising power of Christian
morality, it can throw no light upon the grave.

If the Resurrection be not true in the same sense in
which the Passion is true, then death still remains the
great conqueror.

We cannot allow our thoughts to be vague and un-
certain upon it with impunity. We must place it in the
very front of our confession, with all that it includes, or
we must be prepared to lay aside the Christian name.

If the Resurrection be not true, the basis of Christian
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morality, no less than the basis of Christian theology, is
gone. The issue cannot be stated too broadly. We are
not Christians unless we are clear in our confession on
this point.

To preach the fact of the Resurrection was the first
function of the Evangelists; to embody the doctrine of
the Resurrection is the great office of the Church; to
learn the meaning of the Resurrection is the task, not
of one age only, but of all.

The Palue of an Wistovical Bebelation

A SUBJECTIVE religion brings with it no element
of progress, and cannot lift man out of himself. A
historical revelation alone can present God as an object
of personal love.

Pure Theism is unable to form a living religion.
Mohammedanism lost all religious power in a few genera-
tions. Judaism survived for fifteen centuries every form
of assault in virtue of the records of a past deliverance
on which it was based, and the hope of a future Deliverer,
which it included.

In proportion as the Resurrection is lost sight of in
the popular Creed, doctrine is divorced from life, and
the broad promises of divine hope are lost in an
individual struggle after good.

Like all historical facts, the Resurrection differs from
the facts of science as being incapable of direct and
present verification. And it differs from all other facts
of history because it is necessarily unique. ~Yet it is not
therefore incapable of that kind of verification which is
appropriate to its peculiar nature.

Its verification lies in its abiding harmony with all the
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progressive developments of man, and with each discovery
which casts light upon his destiny.

Completeness, indeed, is but another name for ascer-
tained limitation. The grandest and highest faculties of
man are exactly those in which he most feels his weak-
ness and imperfection. They are at present only half-
fulfilled prophecies of powers which, as we believe, shall
yet find an ample field for unrestricted development.

Special prayer is based upon a fundamental instinct
of our nature. And in the fellowship which is established
in prayer between man and God, we are brought into
personal union with Him in Whom all things have their
being.

In this lies the possibility of boundless power; for
when the connection is once formed, who can lay down
the limits of what man can do in virtue of the communion
of his spirit with the Infinite Spirit?

That which on one occasion would be felt to be a
personal revelation of God might convey an impression
wholly different at another. The miracles of one period
or state of society might be morally impossible in
another.

Theology and Brience

THE requirements of exact science bind the attention
of each student to some one small field, and this little
fragment almost necessarily becomes for him the measure
of the whole, if, indeed, he has ever leisure to lift up his
eyes to the whole at all.

For physical students as such, and for those who take
their impressions of the universe solely from them,
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miracles can have no real existence. Nor is this all : not
miracles only, and this is commonly forgotten, but every
manifestation of will is at the same time removed from
the world: all life falls under the power of absolute
materialism, a conclusion which is at variance with the
fundamental idea of religion, and so with one of the
original assumptions on which our argument is based.

Theology deals with the origin and destiny of things :
Science with things as they are according to human
observation of them. Theology claims to connect this
world with the world to come: Science is of this world
only. Theology is confessedly partial, provisional,
analogical in its expression of truth: Science, that is
human science, can be complete, final, and absolute in
its enunciation of the laws of phenomena.

Theology accepts without the least reserve the con-
clusions of Science as such : it only rejects the claim of
Science to contain within itself every spring of knowledge
and every domain of thought.

This holds true of the lower and more exact forms of
Science, which deal with organic bodies; but as soon as
account is taken of the Science of organic bodies—of
Biology and Sociology—then Science itself becomes a
prophet of Theology.

In this broader and truer view of Science, Theology
closes a series, “a hierarchy of Sciences,” as it has been
well called, in which each successive member gains in
dignity what it loses in definiteness, and by taking
account of a more complex and far-reaching play of
powers, opens out nobler views of being.

While we admit that the tendency of a scientific age
is adverse to a living belief in miracles, we see that this
tendency is due, not to the antagonism of science and
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miracle, but to the neglect and consequent obscuration
by science of that region of thought in which the idea
of the miraculous finds scope.

Arrogant physicism is met by superstitious spirit-
ualism ; and there is right on both sides.

The Resurrection is either a miracle or it is an
illusion. Here there is no alternative : no ambiguity.
And it is not an accessory of the apostolic message,
but the sum of the message itself.

The same principles which would exclude as impos-
sible a belief in such a miracle as the Resurrection,
would equally exclude as impossible a belief in anything
beyond ourselves and the range of present physical
observation.

Thus the question practically is not simply, Is
Christianity true? but, Is all hope, impulse, knowledge,
life, absolutely bounded by sense and the world of
sense ?

The Continuity of Life

ALL creation is progressive. It is a law as well in
the moral as in the physical world that nothing is lost.
All that has been modifies all that is and all that will
be. The present includes all the past, and will itself be
contained in the future. Each physical change, each
individual will, contributes something to the world to
come. The earth on which we live, and the civilisation
which fashions our conduct, is the result of immeasurable
forces acting through vast periods of time.

There are crises in the history of nature and in the
history of man, periods of intense and violent action,
and again periods of comparative repose and equilibrium,
but still the continuity of life is unbroken. Even when




THE GOSPEL OF THE RESURRECTION 45

the old order is violently overthrown, the new order is
built in part out of its ruins and not only upon them.

The Comnection of Christianity with the Past

CHRISTIANITY cannot be regarded alone and
isolated from its antecedents. It is part of a whole
which reaches back historically from its starting-point on
the day of Pentecost for nearly two thousand years. It
was new but it was not unprepared. It professed to be
itself the fulfilment and not the abolition of that which
went before: to reveal outwardly the principle of a
Divine Fatherhood by which all the contradictions and
disorders of life are made capable of a final resolution ;
and to possess within it that universal truth which can
transfigure without destroying the various characteristics
of men and nations.

It is then possible that what we feel to be difficulties
in its historic form are removed or lessened if we place
it in its due relation to the whole life of mankind ; and,
on the other hand, the obvious fitness with which it
carries on and completes a long series of former teachings
will confirm with singular power its divine claims.

There have been attempts in all ages to separate
Christianity from Judaism and Hellenism ; but to carry
out such an attempt is not to interpret Christianity, but
to construct a new religion. Christianity has not only
affinities with Judaism and Hellenism, but it includes
in itself all the permanent truths to which both wit-
ness.

It was bound up (so the apostles said) with promises
and blessings by which the Jewish people had been
moulded through many centuries. It answered to wants
of which the Gentiles had become conscious through
long periods of noble effort and bitter desolation.
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The Victories of Chrigtianity

CHRISTIANITY conquered the Roman Empire, and
remained unshaken by its fall. It sustained the shock
of the northern nations, and in turn civilised them. It
suffered persecution and it wielded sovereignty. It
preserved the treasures of ancient thought and turned
them to new uses. It inspired science, while it cherished
mysteries with which science could not deal. It assumed
the most varied forms and it moulded the most discord-
ant characters.

Christianity centred in the Doctrine of the
Person of Christ

THERE have been conquerors who, in the course of
a lifetime, have overrun half the world and left lasting
memorials of their progress in cities and kingdoms
founded and overthrown. There have been monarchs
who have, by their individual genius, consolidated vast
empires and inspired them with a new life. There have
been teachers who, through a small circle of devoted
hearers, have rapidly changed the modes of thought of a
whole generation. There have been religious reformers
who, by force or eloquence, have modified or reconstructed
the belief of nations. There have been devotees whose
lives of superhuman endurance have won for them from
posterity a share of divine honour. There have been
heroes cut off by a sudden and mysterious fate, for
whose return their loyal and oppressed countrymen
have looked with untiring patience as the glorious and
certain sign of dawning freedom. There have been
founders of new creeds who bave furnished the ideal of
supreme good to later generations in the glorified image
of their work. But in all the noble line of the mighty
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and the wise and the good in the great army of kings
and prophets and saints and martyrs, there is not one
who has ever claimed for himself or received from his
followers the title of having in any way wrought out
salvation for men by the virtue of his life and death, as
being in themselves, and not only by moral effect of
their example, a spring of divine blessings.

The reality of the Resurrection is an adequate explana-
tion of the significance which was attached to the death
of Christ. It seems impossible to discover anything else
which can be.

The fHlivacles of the Fivst Age

N OTHING indeed can be more unjust than the
common mode of discussing the miracles of the first
age. Instead of taking them in connection with a crisis
in the religious history of the world, disputants refer
them to the standard of a period of settled progress such
as that in which we live.

The epoch at which they are said to have been
wrought was confessedly creative in thought, and that in
a sense in which no other age ever has been, and there
seems a positive fitness in the special manifestation of
God in the material as in the spiritual world.

The central idea of the time which, dimly appre-
hended at Rome and Alexandria, found its complete
expression in the teaching of the apostles, was the union
of earth and heaven, the transfiguration of our whole
earthly nature; and the history of ancient speculation
seems to show that nothing less than some outward
pledge and sign of its truth could have led to the bold
enunciation of this dogma as an article of popular
belief.
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The Progress of Religion and the Progress of Seience

IT is said that while science is progressive religion is
stationary. The modes of advance in the two are certainly
not the same, but the advance in science is not more
real than the advance in religion. Each proceeds
according to its proper law. The advance in religion is
not measured by an addition to a former state, which
can be regarded in its fulness separately, but by a
change : it is represented not by a common difference
but by a common ratio.

Viewed in this light, we can trace on a great scale
the triple division of post-Christian history as marked by
the successive victories of the Faith.

The fact of the Resurrection is its starting-point, the
realisation of the Resurrection is its goal.

The fulness of the Truth is once shewn to men, as in
old times the awful splendours of the Theocracy, and
then they are charged to work out in the slow struggles
of life the ideal which they have been permitted to
contemplate.

Thus it is that we can look without doubt or mis-
givingupon the imperfections of the sub-apostolic Church,
or the corruptions of the middle ages, or the excesses of
the Reformation. Even through these the divine work
went forward. The power of the Resurrection was
ever carried over a wider field.

At first Christianity moved in the family, hallowing
every simplest relation of life. This was the work of the
primitive Church. Next it extended its sway to the
nation and the community, claiming to be heard in the
assemblies of princes and in the halls of counsellors.
This was the work of the medizval Church. Now it has
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a still wider mission, to assert the common rights and
fellowship of men, to rise from the family and the nation
to humanity itself.

To accomplish this is the charge which is entrusted
to the Church of the Present, and no vision of the purity
or grandeur of earlier times should blind us to the
supreme majesty of the part which is assigned to us in
the economy of faith.

The Reformation an Adbance

IT would be easy to point out the weakness of the
Reformation in itself as a power of organisation. Its
function was to quicken rather than to create, to vivify
old forms rather than to establish new.

But however we may grieve over its failure where it
arrogated the office not of restoration but of reconstruc-
tion, it was a distinct advance in Christian life.

Where it failed, it failed from the neglect of the
infirmities of men, and of the provisions which have been
divinely made to meet them.

On the other hand, the lessons which it taught are
still fruitful throughout Christendom, and destined, as
we hope, to bring forth a still more glorious harvest.

What that may be as yet we cannot know, but all
past history teaches us that the power of the Gospel is
able to meet each crisis of human progress, and we can
look forward with trust to the fulfilment of its message
to our age.

The fact of the Wesurrection the central Point of Wistory

IF the fact of the Resurrection be in itself, as it
confessedly is, absolutely unique in all human experience,

E
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the point which it occupies in history is absolutely
unique also. ;

To this point all former history converges as to a
certain goal: from this point all subsequent history
flows as from its life-giving spring.

On a large view of the life of humanity the Resur-
rection is antecedently likely.

So far from being beset by greater difficulties than
any other historical fact, it is the one fact towards which
the greatest number of lines of evidence converge.

In one form or other pre-Christian history is a
prophecy of it, and post-Christian history an embodi-
ment of it.

The Changelists’ Pieto of the Resurrection

THE Evangelists treat the Resurrection as simply, un-
affectedly, inartificially, as everything else which they
touch.

The miracle to them seems to form a natural part of
the Lord’s history. They shew no consciousness that
it needs greater or fuller authentication than the other
events of His life. Their position and office indeed
exclude such a thought. They wrote not to create
belief, but to inform those already believing.

The Tvea of Sin

IT is evident that the possibility of sin is necessarily
included in the creation of a finite, free being; for the
simplest idea which we can form of sin is the finite
setting itself up against the infinite. ~ Selfishness, which
exists potentially as soon as “self” exists, is the ground
of all sin. Hence we can see how a perfect, finite being
may yet be exposed to temptation, for the sense of
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limitation brings with it the thought, or the possibility
of the thought, of passing the limit.

Ehil not the Condition of Good

IT may be said that if moral evil were removed from
the world “life would be impoverished.” So indeed it
appears at first sight to us who are habituated to the
startling contrasts of life : for us shadow is a necessity of
distinct vision. Yet it would be difficult to shew that
the more splendid qualities which are brought out (for
instance) by war are better, in any sense, than their
correlatives which need no such field for their display :
that the heroic forgetfulness or contempt of danger or
suffering, which springs from a great passion or a generous
impulse in the midst of a fierce conflict or under the
sense of a deep wrong, is better than that rational self-
control which we have seen can exist in the highest
degree without the pressure of evil. We are too apt to
think that virtue which is seen on a larger scale is itself
magnified.

On the other hand it may be allowed that evil itself
serves as a part of our discipline : that it gives occasion
for the exercise of special virtues, and by antagonism
calls them into play; yet this is only to say that it has
been so ordered that evil shall in some degree minister
to its own defeat.

Evil, while it may be the occasion of good, is never
transmuted into good. Evil remains evil to the last
in whatever form it may shew itself. Sin remains sin:
pain remains pain : ignorance (so far as it is culpable)
remains ignorance : though sin and pain and ignorance
may call forth efforts of love and fortitude and patience.

Nor can it be said that sin realised, and not merely
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the possibility of sin by the action of a free will, is the
necessary condition of human virtue, and consequently
of human happiness. For if this were true, then it
would follow either that evil in itself will be eternal, or
that human life in its true sense will cease to be.

The RBegsurretion of the Body

OUR present body is as the seed of our future body.
The one rises as naturally from the other as the flower
from the germ.

We cannot, indeed, form any conception of the change
which shall take place, except so far as it is shewn in the
Person of the Lord. 1Its fulfilment is in another state,
and our thoughts are bound by this state. But there is
nothing against reason in the analogy.

If the analogy were to explain the passage of man
from an existence of one kind (limited by a body) to an
existence of another kind (unlimited by a body), it would
then be false ; but as it is, it illustrates by a vivid figure
the perpetuity of our bodily life, as proved in the Resur-
rection of Christ.

The moral significance of such a doctrine as the
Resurrection of the body cannot be overrated. Both
personally and socially it places the sanctions if not the
foundations of morality on a new ground.

Each sin against the body is no longer a stain on
that which is itself doomed to perish, but a defilement
of that which is consecrated to an eternal life.

In this way the doctrine of the Resurrection turned
into a reality the exquisite myth of Plato, in which he
represented tyrants and great men waiting for their final
sentence from the judges of Hades, with their bodies
scarred and wounded by lust and passion and cruelty.
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“ The FLatws of Nature”

V\/ HAT we call “laws of nature” are nothing more
than laws of our present observation of nature.

To the Christian the laws of nature are not laws only
but prophecies. In the light of the Resurrection they are
symbols of something broader and more glorious beyond
these. They do not confirm hope but guide it.

The Chureh a Kingdom

13

THE kingdom of God” has been the watchword
equally of those who have cast aside the restraints and
claims of life and of those who have sought to mould its
form by the most merciless fanaticism.

The Church is itself the record of its history: it is a
monument and a shrine.

Each race, each nation, each century, nay, each faith-
ful workman, has left some mark upon it. Time gradu-
ally harmonises parts which once seemed incongruous.

Chrigtianity and Paganism
’I HERE is a dark side to the picture which we are apt
to forget, but still there is an abiding grace and manliness
in classical life as it is seen in history and literature and
art,

Unaffected interest in every human feeling, many sided
culture, stern and indomitable will, claim our respect and
awaken in us responsive efforts.

But so far as we admire Paganism, there is nothing
in Christianity antagonistic to it.

Paganism closed its eyes to suffering and death.

Christianity takes account of the whole nature of
man, of its good and of its evil, and justifies, in the face
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of the contradictions of life, the instinct which affirms its
dignity. It looks death face to face not as an inevitable
necessity but as a final consequence of sin, and yet
realises even now more than victory.

Christianity differs from Paganism as a whole differs
from a part. It takes up into itself and harmonises with
the rest of our experience isolated truths to which Pagan-
ism bears witness.

Paganism proclaims the grandeur of man: Judaism
the supremacy of God. Christianity accepts the anti-
thesis and vindicates by the message of the Resurrection
the grandeur of man in and through God.

The Work of Christianity

THIS then is the work of Christianity, first to establish
the common dignity of men as men, and to place on a
sure basis all purely human virtues ; and next to connect
the life of men with its source and consummation, and
bring it into fellowship with God.

The Principle of Tnity in Christianity
T may not, indeed, be a mere fancy to regard the
manifold appearances of the Lord after His Resurrection
as prefiguring in some way the varieties which should
exist in after time in His Church.
The unity of His Person was not in any way impaired,
and yet He shewed Himself to His disciples in different
¢ forms.”

And it may be still that the faithful eye can see a
Body of Christ where His Presence is hidden from others.
For even in the one body there are many bodies; and
as the whole Church is sometimes contemplated in its
completeness as distinct from Christ, though most closely
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bound to Him as His bride; so is the same true of
separate Churches. “Ye are a body (n0¢ the body) of
Christ, and members in particular,” St. Paul says to
the Church of Corinth. The definite article destroys
the force of his argument.

And so again in his second epistle: “I espoused
you ”—the congregation to which he is writing—* to one
husband, that I may present you as a chaste virgin to
Christ.”

Of the life of the Church part is open, part is hidden.
We can see divisions, differences, limitations; but all
that is eternal and infinite in it, all that controls actions
which perplex us and harmonises discords which are
unresolved to our senses, is not to be perceived on earth,
but is with Christ in heaven.

Eagential Unity does not vequive External Wnity

IT follows necessarily that external, visible unity is not
required for the essential unity of the Church.

The congregations of Jewish and Gentile Christians
were no less One in Christ, though the outward fellow-
ship between them was imperfect or wanting: their
common life lay deeper than the controversies which
tended to keep them apart. Their isolation was a proof
of imperfection, but not of death.

What errors are deadly it does not fall to our part to
attempt to determine. It is enough to observe that
differences of opinion which were once thought by
many to be fatal to unity were really consistent with it.
The promise of Christ does not reach to the unity of the
outward fold at any time. *Other sheep,” He said, “I
have, which are not of this fold: them also I must
bring, and they shall hear my voice; and they shall
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become one flock, one shepherd,”—one flock in however
many folds it be gathered because it listens to the voice
of the One Shepherd.

The early records of the Church are little more than
the records of conflicts which once seemed doubtful ;
but in each case that which had in it the element of
permanence lived on, and Catholicity stood in full strength
against the broken forms of partial and erroneous
teachings.

No general principles can be laid down to justify a
schism or a revolution. The future alone can decide on
the sufficiency of the alleged causes from which they arose.
And in many cases the issue which is sanctioned by
experience may have been occasioned though not caused
by selfish motives.

The antagonism of separate societies of Christians
serves not as the best, but as the most appropriate,
discipline for bringing out the manifold applications and
capacities of the one Gospel.

History has in fact sanctioned divisions of the
Christian Church, whatever we may think of the events
which first led to them, or of the actors by whom they
were made.

On the whole a fictitious unity is more destructive of
vital energy than partial dismemberment, for it tends to
weaken the striving after essential unity.

The divisions and rivalries and heresies and schisms
by which the Church is torn may be means towards the
fulfilment of its offices. As we look back we can
scarcely doubt that it is so. The storm no less than
the sunshine is needed that the rainbow, the visible
token of God’s covenant with man, may be seen upon
the cloud.
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There is always a great danger that that which has
been found of critical use at one time will be pronounced
necessary for all time,

Mistaken gratitude changes the outward means of
deliverance into an idol. The organisation through
which the spirit once worked is reckoned holy, even
when the spirit has left it.

The work of the medizval Church (for example) re-
quired modes of operation which could not be retained
now without a faithless neglect of the lesson which God
has taught us in the last four centuries.

The spirit of the Resurrection tries and transfigures
each transitory embodiment of Truth.

Christ tigen the Plevge of the Bestitution of all Things

WHEREVER we look the first question which arises
is ever: To what purpose is this waste? On all sides
we see a prodigal wealth of powers which to us appear
to pass away without effect, of germs of life which never
fulfil what we think to be their proper destiny, of beauty
which gladdens no human eye. In the moral world the
same mystery occurs.

All nature teaches the same lesson, 'We know in part.
It is enough. If Christ be risen, in that fact lies the
pledge of “the restitution of all things” towards which
men are encouraged to work.

Aapects of Positibism in velation to Christianity

O religion can fail to be a fruitful subject of study:
even the rudest reveals something of the natural feelings
and wants of man which are awakened by the experience
of life.
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And exactly as we believe Christianity to be #ze
Truth, we shall confidently expect to find in it all that
is true in the manifold expressions of human thought.

Thus it has happened not unfrequently that independ-
ent speculations or instinctive aspirations have brought
out elements in the Gospel which had been before over-
looked or set aside. They were there, and even actively
at work, but they were not consciously apprehended.

And so it seems to be now. The religion of
Positivism is offered as the final result of a profound
analysis of society and man, and its unquestionable
attractiveness to pure and vigorous minds indicates that
it does meet with some peculiar force-present phases of
thought. Are there not then lessons which we may
learn from it?

A system is formidable, not by what there is false in
it, but by what there is true in it. If then it can be
shewn that Christianity assures what Positivism promises
—if it can be shewn that it includes in a fact what
Positivism symbolises in a conception—if it can be
shewn that it carries on to the unseen and eternal the
ideas-which Positivism limits to the seen and temporal
—we may be sure that Positivism will have no lasting
religious power except as a transitorial preparation for a
fuller faith. Comte will be one more in the long line of
witnesses who shew that the soul is naturally Christian.

The Positivist suggests the ideas of continuity,
solidarity, and totality ; the Christian, going yet further,
adds the idea of infinity.

The Libing tuled by the Dead

\W E can watch how, in old times, the various results
of labour and reflection and conflict were gathered up
and perpetuated in abiding shapes; but we have no
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choice but to receive them. It is our privilege to
modify, but not to begin. More and more as the ages go
on, in Comte’s striking phrase, we who live are ruled
by the dead.

Comte any Lucretiug

COMTE offers a singular parallel to the great poet of
the Roman Republic. Both were bitterly hostile to the
established faith of their countries. Both sought to lay
on the study of nature the firm basis of human life and
hope. Both were profoundly impressed with a sense of
the unity of the world. But, in spite of the similarity of
the moral position of the two teachers, we feel that they
are separated by more than eighteen Christian centuries.
Lucretius sought in the explanation of the origin of
things that confidence which Comte looks for in the
observation of their being. The one feels his way
towards the intellectual conception of a harmony of
nature; the other, towards the moral law of the
discipline of life. Both, as it seems, were heralds of a
crisis of thought. To both the Resurrection is the
complete fulfilment of aspiration and teaching.

Religion Entellectual and fHoral

HE sphere of doctrine is thought, and its end is the
true ; the sphere of discipline is action, and its end is
the good ; the sphere of worship is feeling, and its end
is the beautiful. And, as a whole, religion teaches us
to know, to serve, and to love the Great Being, in
whom all that falls within the range of our power is
summed up. )

o Fact to be looked at by itself

EVERY fact in science furnishes new material for
religion, and at once enlarges its scope and tends to
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define its character. But that it may do so, no fact
must be looked at by itself. At present, science suffers
at least as much as religion from partial and contracted
views. The student of physics perpetrates as many
solecisms as the student of theology.

Every one would feel the absurdity of a geometrician
denying a fact in morals because it is not deducible from
his premises ; and yet it is not a rare thing to hear some
explorer of inorganic nature gravely argue that nothing
can be known of God, because his inquiries give no
direct results as to His being or His attributes.




THE HISTORIC FAITH

The Toea of Faith

BELIEF deals with that which has been or with that
which now is. Faith claims as its own that which is
not yet brought within the range of sense.

We live by Faith however we live.  Perhaps, it is a
sad possibility, we can die without it.

Credulity is not Faith. That indolent abdication
of the responsibility of judgment in favour of every
pretender, that superficial assent, lightly given and
lightly withdrawn, is utterly at variance with the intense
clear vision and with the resolute grasp of Faith.

Superstition is not Faith. To choose for ourselves
idols, to invest with attributes of the unseen world
fragments of this world is to deny Faith, which is active,
progressive, being with the infinite,

Conviction is not Faith. We may yield to what we
admit to be an inevitable intellectual conclusion. Our
opposition may be silenced or vanquished. But the
state of mind which is thus produced is very often
simply a state of exhaustion or of quickening.

Each generation is able to apprehend something
more of that which the word Faith represents. But
nevertheless the essential properties of Faith remain the
same.

Faith is the harmony of reason and feeling and
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purpose. It is, to say all briefly, thought illuminated
by emotion and concentrated by will.

Reason stands paralysed by the grave.

Faith a Principle of Pofoer

IF we were to listen to some we might suppose that
Faith is the portion of childhood and old age, an infirmity
of the weak and the ignorant. And yet, if we will be
honest with ourselves, we shall confess that there is
nothing which calls forth the admiration and the love of
men which is not sealed with the sign of Faith,

Faith not only apprehends the unseen but enters
into vital union with it, and so wields, according to its
strength, the powers of the world to come.

Faith a Principle of Action

THERE was a time when it was usual to draw a sharp
line between religious and worldly things. That time
has happily gone by. We all acknowledge more or less
that all life is one.

But perhaps our temptation now is to acquiesce in
worldly motives for right doing: to stop short of the
clear confession both to ourselves and to others that as
citizens and workers we take our share in public
business, we labour to fulfil our appointed task, because
the love of Christ constraineth us.

Faith the Convition and Measure of Blessing

Y faith we lift up the sightless eye and it is opened:
by faith we stretch out the withered arm and it is made
whole : by faith, bound hand and foot with grave-clothes,
we come forth from the tomb of custom which lies
upon us with a weight

Heavy as frost and deep almost as life.
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Chery life guided by Faith of some Kiny

FAITH in wealth, or in strong battalions, or in refined
ease, or in social progress, produces great results before
our eyes every day. Even this kind of faith does, in
some sense, preoccupy the unseen and realise the future.

" Thus the man of business and the man of pleasure has
a Creed which is the strength of his life.

The Apostles’ Creey

THE Apostles’ Creed, our sacred heritage only less
old than the New Testament, is in its outline as broad
as life.

If only a single congregation could enter into full
possession of all that lies in this acknowledgment of
the divine allegiance which we agree to profess: if we
could each feel, and then all act together as feeling, that
faith in God as He has revealed Himself is the founda-
tion, the rule, the life of our lives: there would be a
force present to move the world.

The history of the Church is indeed sadly chequered,
but there is no other history which can be compared
with it; and from the first the Apostles’ Creed was
substantially the symbol of its heroes.

Interpretations, glosses, enlargements were added,
but the outline was fixed in the second century at least,
fixed unchangeably. And I cannot suppose that any one
is insensible to the influence of this testimony of ages.

The Creed is of no one age. As often as we repeat
it we are guarded from forgetting the articles which our
circumstances do not force upon our notice. All the
facts remain, and when a crisis comes that will be
ready to our hand which our fathers have delivered
to us.
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Bur Creed Personal

We want nothing new, but the old rekindled by a
fuller light. Our Creed is personal.

We do not say, “I believe that there is a God,” that
“Jesus Christ came to earth,” that “the Holy Ghost .
was sent to men.” In this sense, as St. James says,
“the devils believe and tremble” But we say, “I
believe in God the Father,” “I believe in Jesus Christ,”
T believe in the Holy Ghost.”

That is, I do not simply acknowledge the existence of
these Divine Persons of the One Godhead, but I throw
myself wholly upon their power and love. I have
gained not a certain conclusion, but an unfailing, an
all-powerful Friend. “I believe in Him.” He can
help me ; and He will help me.

Our Creed Historical

OUR Creed is historical.
We believe, not in the Holy Catholic Church, but
that there is a Holy Catholic Church.

The Strength of our Creed

OUR Creed is able to guard, to support, to animate
us : has strength to fashion our lives in health and sick-
ness, in joy and sorrow, in thought and action, after a
Godlike type, strength to correct us with the authority
of an inviolable law: strength to fill us with the enthusiasm
of a living faith.

Our Creed offers to us a God on whom we can throw
ourselves for guidance and support, and not a series of
abstract propositions which we must hold as true.
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I Deliehe in God the Father AN Bobereign

[ BELIEVE in God. To say this is to confess that
there is, in spite of every unpunished sin, every fruitless
sorrow (as we judge), one purpose of victorious righteous-
ness being fulfilled about us and in us.

The idea of God, the idea of One who is described
most completely as “ Spirit,” ¢ Light,” ¢ Fire,” of absolute
righteousness and power and mercy, answers to the
maturity of men’s growth as light answers to the eye.
We were made to recognise Him, and He has made
Himself known.

The Hebrew prophets spoke of the Lord as the
Father of Isracl, but Christ first added the title “my
Father” to that of “our Father.” It is through the
revelation of the Son that we can find each our personal
fellowship with a Father in heaven.

We cannot give up the belief that there is a purpose
and an order and an ecnd in what often seems the
blind tumult of nations. We cannot give it up, and. yet
here and there perhaps we cannot justify it. Scripture
does not veil the darknesses of life while it reveals the
light. It speaks most significantly of powers of evil as
“ world-sovereign,” but none the less it proclaims without
one note of hesitancy that God is “ All-sovereign.” The
end is not here, and it is not yet.

A Practical Atheism

THERE is, most terrible thought, a practical atheism,
orthodox in language and reverent in bearing, which can
enter a Christian Church and charm the conscience to
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rest with shadowy traditions, an atheism which grows
insensibly within us if we separate what cannot be
separated with impunity, the secular from the divine, the
past and the future from the present, earth from heaven,
the things of Caesar from the things of God.

Gov still Waiting to Teach ug

LET us thank God that in the silence of our heart’s
watches, or the distractions of our business, through the
temptations which lead us to self-indulgence and self-
assertion, which persuade us to appeal to low impulses
and to seek easy successes, which embolden us to put
aside fresh truths because they will not conveniently fit
into the scheme of the world which we have made, He
is still waiting to teach us, that we may confess more
intelligently and more actively the source from which we
came and the end for which we were made.

Through Christ arve all Things

I_IE who has redeemed us by taking our nature to
Himself is the Author of every noble thought which has
been uttered by unconscious prophets, of every fruitful
deed of sacrifice which has been wrought by statesmen
and heroes, of every triumph of insight and expression
by which students and artists have interpreted the
harmonies and the depths of nature.

So we claim for Christ with patient confidence, in
spite of every misrepresentation and misunderstanding,
“whatsoever is true and noble, and just and pure, and
lovely and gracious”; we claim all for Him #krough
whom are all things.

It is a truism to say that Christianity is a belief in
Christ; but is it not a forgotten truism? We honour
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with ungrudging admiration those who labour with zeal
and patience to shield the weak from injury, the poor
from want, and the ignorant from temptation ; who hope
to elevate the condition of our artisans by giving their
opinion the responsibility of power, and to discipline the
improvident by ideas of comfort and self-respect : those
who investigate the problems of religious thought, and
seek to shew how circumstances of time and place call
out this and that want, this and that belief, and lay open
the manifold elements of truth which give whatever
stability and strength they have to the religions of the
world : those who in lonely meditation strive to reconnect
man’s spirit with its source. Such are not far from the
kingdom of God; but as yet they are not Christians.
Christianity is not philanthropy or philosophy or mysti-
cism. It realises, guides, chastens, each noblest energy
of man, but it is not identified with any one of them.
It gives permanence and power, it gives light and
support, to the many activities of body, soul, and spirit,
but no one of these richest activities can take its
place.

For us there is—and the confession is able to give its
true majesty, its proper joy, its lofty meaning to every
office of our daily duties—one Lord, jesus Christ, through
whom are all things, and we through Him.

Al FHuman Goodness gathered up in Christ

AGAIN and again even in our own experience some
new flush of courage or wisdom or patience or tenderness
goes to brighten the picture of man’s completed and real
self. But in Christ there are no broken or imperfect
lights. In Him everything which is shewn to us of right
and good and lovely in the history of the whole world
is gathered up once for all.
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The Fall o Convition of Hope

HE idea of Christ’s sufferings, the idea of redemp-
tion, presupposes the idea of a fall. Such an idea is,
I will venture to say, a necessary condition of human
hope. No view of life can be so inexpressibly sad as
that which denies the fall. If evil belongs to man as
man, there appears to be no prospect of relief here or
hereafter. ‘There can be nothing in us to drive out
that which is part of ourselves.

Emagery only Emagery

\/VHILE we are constrained to use words of time and
space, and to speak of going up and coming down, of
present and future, in regard to the spirit world and
Christ’s glorified life, we must remember that such
language belongs to our imperfect conceptions as we now
are, and not to the realities themselves: that we must
not be startled if it leads us to difficulties and contradic-
tions : that we must allow no conclusions to be drawn as
to the eternal from the phenomena of time.

This is no doubt a difficult demand to make; and it
may seem to deprive us of much which brings joy and
strength in the trials and sorrows of earthly life. But
indeed the gain is worth the effort. If once we can feel
that the imagery in which the glories of the world to
come are described is only imagery, we can dwell upon
it with ever-increasing intelligence and without dis-
traction.

There is then no monotony in eternal praise, no
weariness in unbroken day, when praise is the symbol of
a heart conscious of God’s infinite goodness, and day of
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the manifestation of His unclouded truth. The gates of
pearl and the streets of gold cease to suggest thoughts of
costly display and transitory splendour.

The soul uses the figures as helps to spiritual aspira-
tion, and welcomes their irreconcilable contrasts as
warnings against treating them as literal descriptions of
that which it has not entered into the mind of men to
conceive.

Fesgong from the Creed

THIS at least we can see in our Confession, that Christ
descended inlo Hell, rose again, ascended into Heaven,
sttteth on the right hand of God.: perfectness of Divine
sympathy in every phase of our existence, absolute en-
nobling for every human power, access to the Divine
Presence beyond every confinement of sensible being,
assurance of final victory in every conflict with evil.

The Lesson of the Wesurcection

WE believe that Christ bore from the grave the issues,
the fruits, not only of His open ministry and of His
final Passion, but also of the unnoticed, silent years of
obscure discipline and duty, and shewed these in their
spiritual meaning.

We believe, and come to feel as we look to Christ
risen, that we have a motive for work prevailing through
all disappointment and failure.

Christ has taught us not to turn away from earth that
we may find heaven, but to behold in earth the scene of
a veiled glory. We believe, and come to feel as we look
to Christ risen, that here and now we Zve and have our
being in God.
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The Leszon of the Ascension

WE are not to think of the Ascension of Christ as of
a change of position, of a going immeasurably far from
us. It is rather a change of the mode of existence, a
passing to God, of whom we cannot say He is “there”
rather than ‘“here.”

When we declare our belief in Christ’s Ascension, we
declare that He has entered upon the completeness of
spiritual being without lessening in any degree the com-
pleteness of His humanity.

We cannot indeed unite the two sides of it in one
conception, but we can hold both firmly without allowing
the one truth to infringe upon the other.

Christ gitteth on the Wight Hany of God the Father

THESE words express, under a natural image, the three
ideas of an accomplished work, of a Divine sovereignty,
and, by consequence, of an efficacious intercession.

Christ’s Beturn

WE cannot but notice that in the teaching of Scripture
the earth where we suffer and toil is presented as the
scene of a universal revelation of Christ’s sovereignty ;
that He enters again into the conditions of human life ;
that all men are affected by His coming ; that His coming
is something infinitely more, though it includes this,
than the just retribution of individuals.

Comings of Christ

THE apostles looked for Christ, and Christ came in
the lifetime of St. John. He founded His immovable
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kingdom. He gathered before Him the nations of the
earth, old and new, and passed sentence upon them.
He judged, in that shaking of earth and heaven, most
truly and most decisively the living and the dead. He
established fresh foundations for society and a fresh
standard of worth.

The fall of Jerusalem was for the religious history of
the world an end as complete as death. The establish-
ment of a spiritual Church was a beginning as glorious
as the Resurrection.

At the foundation of the Byzantine Empire in the fourth
century, at the conversion of the Northern nations in
the eighth century, at the birth of Modern Europe in
the thirteenth century, at the rebirth of the old civilisa-
tion in the sixteenth century, Christ came as King and
Judge.

He came, and we can see that He came, at the time
when Athanasius, the champion of the East, vindicated
the supreme independence of the Faith, and Augustine,
the champion of the West, affirmed the world-wide em-
brace of the Church.

He came, and we can see that He came, at the time
when the Irish saint Columban offered to the barbarian
warriors the virtues of an unseen power stronger than
the arm of flesh, and our own English Boniface scaled
by a fearless death a life of victorious sacrifice.

He came, and we can see that He came, at the time
when the Italian Francis of Assisi claimed once more
for the poor their place in the Church beside emperors
and popes and nobles, and taught the love of God and
the love of men in the universal language of his age.

He came, and we can see that He came, at the time
when men as far apart as Loyola and Philip Neri,
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Luther and Calvin, Colet and Cranmer, shewed in many
parts and with many failures that Christ claims and
satisfies the individual power of every man.

On each of these occasions new thoughts, new
principles, new estimates of things, entered into the
world, and remain still to witness to their divine origin.

The successive spiritual revolutions were not at once
recognised or understood. Christ moved among men
and they did not know Him. But, meanwhile, believers
were confessing their faith, as we do, that He should
come again to judge the quick and the dead; and we
now rejoice to acknowledge that their faith was not in
vain, though it was confirmed in ways which had not been
foreseen.

A Pregent Coming

THE wider range of our vision enables us now to
recognise these manifold comings of Christ already accom-
plished, and we may be most thankful for such teaching
of experience, but we do not rest in them.

We take the great thought that this world in which
we work, with all its sorrows and sins, with all its baffled
hopes and unworthy ambitions, is the scene of a divine
government. We take the thought, and therefore we
believe that Christ has not yet revealed the fulness of
His power or uttered the last voice of His judgment.

We still say, as we look often with sad hearts on what
man has made of man, upon the terrible disproportion
between human capacities and human achievements,
that He who lived for us and died for us and ascended
for us, shall come again to judge the quick and the
dead; and the confession, if we enter into its meaning,
is sufficient to bring back trust.
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There are abundant signs of change about us now.
New truths are spreading widely as to the methods of
God’s working, as to our connections one with another,
and with the past and with the future.

Through these, as I believe, Christ is coming to us,
coming to judge us, and His coming must bring with it
trials and (as we think) losses.

Every revelation of Christ is through fire, the fire
which refines by consuming all that is perishable.

None but believers saw the risen Christ during the
forty days: none but believers see Christ in the great
changes of human affairs.

The Final Coming

BUT beyond all these preparatory comings there is a
day when ““every eye shall see Him, and they also which
pierced Him.”

In that Coming, that Manifestation, that Presence,
the first coming on earth and the later comings in
history shall be shewn in their full import.

Then all things, our actions and ourselves, shall be
seen as they are, seen by ourselves and seen by others.

Then the whole course of life, the life of creation, of
humanity, of men, will be laid open, and that vision will
be a judgment beyond controversy and beyond appeal.

The Juvgment Pevsonal

THE judgment of God is the perfect manifestation of
truth. The punishment of God is the necessary action of
the awakened conscience. The judgment is pronounced
by the sinner himself, and he inflicts inexorably his own
sentence.
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We judge of others by what we see in them: and,
what is more perilous still, we are tempted to judge of
ourselves by what others can see in us.

But in the perfect light of Christ’s Presence everything
will be made clear in its essential nature : the opportunity
which we threw away, and knew that we threw away,
with its uncalculated potency of blessing ; the temptation
which we courted in the waywardness of selfish strength,
the stream of consequence which has flowed from our
example, the harvest which others have gathered from
our sowing.

Ours the Digpensation of the Spivit

WE are all now living under that dispensation which is
essentially the dispensation of the Spirit. Our whole
attitude towards the facts of life is determined by the
devout conviction with which we hold it.

The Book of the Acts is the Gospel of the Holy Spirit,
the typical record of His action. ’

The Spirit is ever fashioning for our use, as we gain
power to use them, new forms of thought, new modes
of worship, new spheres of action. There can be no
stationariness where He is present.

7 believe in the Holy Ghost—He who is able to make
the confession stands as a listener to a Divine message.
In the confidence of his faith he will not close the least
avenue through which one word of God may come to
him. In the vigour of his hope he will bear the season
of silence when searching finds no answer. In the
breadth of his love he will welcome as fellow-helpers
them who serve unconsciously the Creed which they
deny.
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The TUnity of the Church

THERE never was an epoch since the Church spread
beyond Jerusalem when the “one body of Christ” was
one in visible uniformity or even one in perfect sympathy.

It is possible to trace already to the apostolic age
the essential features of those divisions over which we
grieve. And if we look forward to the fulfilment of the
great promise which gladdens the future, it is not that
there shall ever be, as we wrongly read, “one fold,” one
outward society of Christians gathered in one outward
form, but, what answers more truly to present experience
and reasonable hope, “one flock and one shepherd.”

And, in the meantime, let us rate the differences of
Christians as highly as we will, there yet remains a com-
mon faith in the presence of which they are almost as
nothing.

The Potoer of the belief in the Communion of Saints

TO belong to a great family, to a great society, to a
great nation is, if rightly viewed, a man’s noblest birth-
right. He whose name is a memorial of past honours,
and whose earliest years are spent, as it were, in the
light of illustrious deeds : he who has learnt to feel that
there is a history in which he has a part, and who has
rejoiced in the triumphs of a people whose hopes and
impulses he shares: must from time to time be raised
above all that is selfish and even personal; he must be-
come conscious of the accumulated power with which
he is endowed, and of the social destiny to which he is
called. .

Let the name be that name which is above every
name: let the history be written in every splendid
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achievement by which the kingdom of God has been
advanced : let the triumphs be those by which faith
through the ages subdues all things to herself: let the
fellowship be that of saints and confessors ; and then we
shall understand, dimly it may be, but yet so that effort
will be kindled with fresh enthusiasm, what our fathers
meant when they handed down to us truths which they
had proved : then we shall say with livelier imagination
and fuller heart, each in the prospect of our little work
and with the sense of our peculiar trials, acknowledging
that that work is transfigured by a divine consecration,
and that these trials are conquered by a spiritual sympathy:
I believe in the Holy Catholic Church: I believe in the
Communion of Saints.

The Forgibencss of Sing

NOTHING superficially seems simpler or easier than
forgiveness. Nothing, if we look deeply, is more mys-
terious or more difficult. With men, perhaps, forgive-
ness is impossible.

For forgiveness is not the careless indifference to
wrong by which we seek impunity for our own faults
while we lightly regard the faults of others. It is not
the complacent bounty of a superior who has a proud
satisfaction in giving to others release from small debts.
It is not the perfunctory remission of a present penalty
which leaves behind unremoved the sense and the con-
tagion of evil.

True forgiveness involves two things, a perfect
knowledge of the offence and a perfect restoration of
love. In this sense we believe in the forgiveness of
sins.
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Pature knotos no Forgibeness

N ATURE knows no forgiveness. With her there is
no return of opportunity, no obliteration of the past.
The deed done remains while the world lasts. The
deed left undone is a blank for ever.

There is no exaggeration in the startling thought of a
recent writer that it would be possible with powers not
different in kind from our own to read backwards in the
succession of physical changes the history of our earth,
to hear again the last cry of the murdered slave cast into
the sea, and to look again on the last ripple of the
water that closed over him.

Each act of man obviously goes on working, and
working after its kind, in the doer and in his children’s
children.

So it is with thought and with feeling. The bad
thought once admitted avenges itself by rising again
unbidden and unwelcome.

The bad feeling once indulged in spreads through
the whole character and gives birth to other like pas-
sions.

Sin in every form is the violation of law, and law
inexorably requires its penalty to the uttermost.

We need not discuss whether the penalty is retributive
or reformatory : it is in the nature of things that it must
be paid. That is enough for us. To reason, if we are
honest with ourselves, the great mystery of the future is
not punishment but forgiveness.

This being so we can understand how the forgiveness
of sins was the essential message of the Gospel.
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The Begsurveetion of the Wody

I BELIEVE in the resurrection of the body, or, as it is in
the original without variation, #he resurrection of the flesk.
I believe, that is, that all that belongs to the essence of
my person, manifested at present in weakness, marred
by the results of many failures, limited by the circum-
stances of earth, will remain through a change which the
imagination cannot realise.

The “flesh” of which we speak as destined to a
resurrection is not that substance which we can see and
handle, measured by properties of sense. It represents,
as far as we now see, ourselves in our actual weakness,
but essentially ourselves. We in our whole being, this
is our belief, shall rise again. And we are not those
changing bodies which we bear. They alter, as we know,
with every step we take and every breath we draw. We
make them, if I may so speak, make them naturally,
necessarily, under the laws of our present existence.
They are to ourselves, to use a bold figure, as the spoken
word to the thought, the expression of the invisible.

For of the soul the body form doth take,
For soul is form and doth the body make.

When therefore the laws of our existence are hereafter
modified, then we, because we are unchanged, shall find
some other expression, truly the “same” in relation to
that new order, because it is not the same as that to
which it corresponds in this.

All imagery fails in some part or other to present a
truth like this. But we should have been spared many
sad perplexities, many grievous misrepresentations, if we
had clung to St. Paul’s figure of the seed in looking to
our future resurrection. e sow not, he tells us, that
body which shall be.
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" The Body a Sceed

N

l HERE is then no question here of the regathering of
material particles, no encouragement for unsatisfying
appeals to God’s omnipotence, what St. Paul teaches us
to expect is the manifestation of a power of life
according to law under new conditions. God giveth to
every seed a body of its own : not arbitrarily, but according
to His most righteous will.

The seed determines what the plant shall be, but it
does not contain the plant. The golden ears with which
we trust again to see the fields waving are not the bare
grains which were committed to the earth. The recon-
struction of the seed when the season has come round
would not give us the flower or the fruit for which we
hope. Nay, rather, the seed dies, is dissolved that the
life may clothe itself in a nobler form.

True it is that we cannot in this way escape from a
physical continuity ; but it is a continuity of life, and not
of simple reconstruction.

Such a faith as this, even in its necessary vagueness,
is sufficient to fill the heart of man. It substitutes for
the monotony of continuance the vision of being infinitely
ennobled.

An Antithesis in Nature and in Devipture

THE reserve of the prophetic and apostolic writings
as to the unseen world is as remarkable as the boldness
with which uninspired teachers have presumed to deal
with it.  But two thoughts bearing upon the future find
clear expression in the New Testament. The one is of
the consequences of unrepented sin as answering to the
sin; the other of a final unity in which God shall be all
in all. We read of an ‘““eternal sin,” of “a sin which
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has no forgiveness in this world nor in the world to
come,” of a debt incurred of which the payment, to be
rigidly exacted, exceeds all imaginable resources of the
debtor, of “eternal destruction,” of ‘“the worm that
dieth not and the fire that is not quenched.”

And on the other side we read of the purpose, the
good pleasure of God “to sum up all things in Christ,”
and “‘through Him to reconcile all things unto Himself,
whether things upon the earth or things in the heavens,”
of the bringing to naught of the last enemy death, and
the final subjection of all things to God.

Moreover, it must be added, these apparently anti-
thetical statements correspond with two modes of
regarding the subject from the side of reason.

If we approach it from the side of man, we see that in
themselves the consequences of actions appear to be for
the doer, like the deed, indelible ; and also that the finite
freedom of the individual appears to include the possi-
bility of final resistance to God.

And again, if we approach it from the Divine side, it
seems to be an inadmissible limitation of the infinite love
of God that a human will should for ever refuse to yield
to it in complete self-surrender when it is known as love.

A final Dibine Wnity

IF we are called upon to decide which of these two
lines of reasoning, which of these two thoughts of
Scripture must be held to prevail, we can hardly doubt
that that which is the most comprehensive, that which
reaches farthest, contains the ruling idea; and that is
the idea of a final divine unity. .

How it will be reached we are wholly unable to say ;
but we are sure that the manner, which has not been
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revealed, will be in perfect harmony with the justice of
God and the obligations of man’s responsibility.

More than this we dare not lay down. But that end
—*“the end”—rises before us as the strongest motive
and the most certain encouragement in all the labours
of the life of faith.

To the last we see little, and we see dimly. When
the vision seems to grow clearer, we are forced by our
earthly infirmity to bow the head and veil the face before
the exceeding glory.

But in the person of the Lord Jesus Christ we can
see the Father. That is enough.

Of Him and through Him and unto Him are all things.

The Duty of Spivitual Thought

THE life of man is the knowledge of God, the con-
templation of Him who is the Truth. That is the message
of Christ.

But this knowledge lives and moves. It is not a dead
thing embalmed once for all in phrases of the school
which can be committed to memory. It is offered ever
fresh as time advances for reverent study in the person
of the Word Incarnate. .

The surest knowledge once gained cannot supersede
the necessity of unwearied, unceasing inquiry. No one
can absolve himself from the duty of spiritual thought.

The mother of the Lord had received that direct,
personal, living revelation of the purpose and the working
of God which none other could have: she had ac-
knowledged in the familiar strain of the AMagnificat the
salvation which He had prepared through her for His
people : she might well seem to have been lifted far above
the necessity of any later teaching ; but when the simple

G
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shepherds told their story, a faint echo as we might
think of what she knew, she kep? all these things, pondering
them in her heart, if haply they might shew a little more
of the great mystery of which she was the minister : she
kept them waiting and learning during that long thirty
years of silence, waiting and learning during that brief
time of open labour, from the first words at the marriage
feast to the last words from the Cross.

And shall we, when we think on such an example—we
with our restless and distracted lives, with our feeble
and imperfect grasp on truth—be contented to repeat
with indolent assent a traditional confession? Can we
suppose that the highest knowledge, and the highest
knowledge alone, is to be gained without effort, without
preparation, without discipline, and by a simple act of
memory? Must the eye and the hand of the artist be
trained through long years to discern and to portray
subtle harmonies of form and colour while this spiritual
faculty by which we enter on the unseen may be safely
left unexercised till some sudden emergency calls it into
play? Isit credible that the law of our nature, which
adds capacity to experience and joy to quest, is suddenly
suspended when we reach the loftiest field of man’s
activity ?

The sum of human experience grows visibly from age
to age; the sum of personal experience grows visibly
from year to year ; and the truth ought to find fresh fulfil-
ment in every fact of life.

Wnreconciled Antitheses are Prophecics and Promises
of o Larger Future
UNRECONCILED antitheses are prophecies and
promises of a larger future: “our failure is but a

triumph’s evidence for the fulness of the days.”
If our faith could find a complete and consistent
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expression here it would be condemned. It would not
cover all the facts of life. The forms of thought belong
to this world only.

The truth of life, like man, like Christ, who is Himself
the Truth, belongs to two worlds. Tt is not simply the
determination of physical phenomena, but the interpre-
tation of the relation of man to nature and to God. The
heart has its own office in the search for it.

Outlines a Necegsity, but a Symbol of Man's Weakness

WE acknowledge that outlines are a necessity for man’s
representation of the truth of things; but they are
a concession to his weakness and a symbol of it. There
is no outline in nature, and no form of words can
adequately express a spiritual reality.

The soul uses the outline, the formula, as an occasion,
an impulse, a help; but it brings for its own treasure that
which quickens them. And in this work the soul of the
simplest, the most untutored, is at no disadvantage. Tts
chief instrument of spiritual progress is not knowledge
but love.

Reflection on the Encarnation

SO we shall look upon the Incarnation, the greatest
conceivable thought, the greatest conceivable fact, not that
we may bring it within the range of our present powers,
not that we may measure it by standards of this world,
but that we may learn from it a little more of the awful
grandeur of life, that by its help we may behold once
again that halo of infinity about common things which
seems to have vanished away, that thinking on the phrase
the Word became flesh, we may feel that in, beneath, beyond
the objects which we see and taste and handle, is a
Divine Presence, that lifting up our eyes to the Lord in
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glory we may know that phenomena are not ends, but
signs only of that which is spiritually discerned.

And while we confess that clearness of vision cannot
be gained when we turn towards such an object except
by the loss of that which is characteristic of it, as we look
at the sun shorn of its glory through a darkened glass or
through the thick mists of earth, it will be our joy to
place ourselves in that atmosphere of light which trans-
figures all that falls upon it.

We are on the point of losing the sense of the
spiritual, the eternal, as a present reality, as the only
reality. Thought is not all: conduct is not all: life
is unspeakably impoverished if it is unhallowed by the
sanctities of reverence and worship.

The Blegsing of the Contemplation of Christ Born,
Crucificy, Ascenvedy for ug

AND, if we have felt one touch of the spirit which
should animate our contemplation of Christ Born,
Crucified, Ascended for us; if we have realised one
least fragment of the end to which our work is directed,
we shall know what the blessing is: know what it is to
see with faint and trembling eyes depth below depth
opening in the poor and dull surface of the earth ; to see
flashes of great hope shoot across the weary trivialities of
business and pleasure ; to see active about us, in the face
of every scheme of selfish ambition, powers of the life to
come ; to see in the struggles of the forlorn and distressed
fragments of the life which “the poor man ” Christ Jesus
lived ; to see over all the inequalities of the world, its
terrible contrasts, its desolating crimes, its pride, its lust,
its cruelty, one overarching sign of God’s purpose of
redemption, broad as the sky and bright as the sunshine ;
to sce in the Gospel a revelation of love powerful even
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now to give a foretaste of the unity of creation, powerful
hereafter to realise it.

It is when the physical order is held to be all, that
life appears and must appear to be hopeless.

The Ennobling Faculty of Wonber

AS years go on there is great danger lest we should
lose the ennobling faculty of wonder.

1f it be true that great duties and little souls do not
go well together, it is no less true that little thoughts do
not suit little duties. It is in the fulfilment of simple
routine that we need more than anywhere the quickening
influence of the highest thought.

Commemoration of Saints

\VE are learning, by the help of many teachers, the
extent and the authority of the dominion which the dead
exercise over us, and which we ourselves are shaping
for our descendants.

We feel, as perhaps it was impossible to feel before,
how at every moment influences from the past enter our
souls, and how we in turn scatter abroad that which will
be fruitful in the distant future. It is becoming clear
to us that we are literally parts of others and they of us.

The communion of saints in the largest sense, the
communion of angels and men, of men already perfected,
and of men struggling towards the crown which is prepared
for them, is a present reality.

No one can fail to have felt how imperfectly our
Kalendar reflects the divine history of the Church.

As a necessary consequence of this narrow range of
the commemoration of saints among us, our type of
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saintship has been dwarfed and impoverished ; it has
been removed far from the stir and conflicts of ordinary
action.

The kingly type and the prophetic type, the type of
the artist and of the poet and of the scholar, have been
put aside. We do not turn to those by whom these
characters have been fulfilled in Christ’s strength as the
peers of martyrs and apostles. We do not seek in their
examples the pledge of the consecration of gifts similar,
however small, among ourselves.

And yet we cannot afford to dispense with the widest
teaching of consecrated lives. We daily lose much by
not placing these in their right position in the open
teaching of the Church.

It is true, indeed, that every type of essential human
excellence coexists in Christ, the Son of man; but we,
“who are but parts, can see but part—now this, now
that.” We have no power to apprehend directly
elements which are combined with others in an absolute
ideal. ’

It is only through Christ’s servants each realising,
according to his nature, his endowments, his age, his
country, some feature in the Christly life that we come
to have a real sense of the fulness of His humanity.

The many typical characters who foreshadowed Him
find their counterpart in the many saints who offer for
our welcome and our study the riches of His manhood.
Nor do they in the least degree trench upon His
inviolable honour. Their saintliness is wholly from
Him. They are what they are, so far as we call them
to mind and seek their fellowship, by His presence, He
in them and they in Him. They have made His power
visible ; and for this we are bound to commemorate
them, and their Lord through them.
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The Pecy of continuous Commemoration

THE neglect or the indifference of centuries, no less
than the discordances which are found in every life,
involves such commemoration in great difficulties. Yet
our faith encourages us to face them ; and in many cases
the solution will come through obvious channels.

There are few parishes which do not include in their
annals some names fitted to recall memories of Christ’s
manifold victories through believers.

A dedication festival may not unfrequently lay open a
fruitful page of Christian work.

Our Cathevvals, Monuments of Bacrifice and Serbice

OUR cathedrals are monuments of sacrifice and
service which constrain us to recall Christ's working
through those whose benefactions we inherit. Most of
us have been deeply stirred by the commemoration
services of college and university.

We have wondered, perhaps, that the use is not
universal.

At Peterborough, in old time, to take one instance,
almost every abbot had his memorial day, and four
times in the year, in the Ember weeks, all were com-
memorated together.

There is surely here something for us to embody
under new forms of thought.

I should be the last to forget or disparage the services
of unknown benefactors. These have in a large degree
made life for us what it is. These have their own
commemoration when we recall the progress of the ages.

But there are others who stand out as leaders, as
representatives.  Gifts, labours, thoughts of distinguish-
able ancestors go to swell our spiritual patrimony. It
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may have been by some conspicuous work which was
nobly spread over a lifetime; it may have been by
some sweet trait which was just seen in a crisis of trial ;
but “here and here ” they have helped us, and if we are
to enjoy the fulness of their service, we must solemnly
recall it.

In doing this we arrogate to ourselves no authority of
final judgment by grateful celebration. We recognise a
blessing ; and, so far, we acknowledge God’s love in him
by whose ministry it was shown to us. Nor would it be
difficult, I think, to make a list of names from our own
Church which all would accept as worthy of memory,—
names of rulers and scholars, of men who taught by
their words and by their lives, who spread the faith and
deepened our knowledge of it.

Recognition of the Potwers of the Wnseen TWorly

UCH commemoration of men, such peopling with
familiar forms of the vacancies of All Saints’ Day, such
filling up the noble but blank outlines of the Z¢ Deum,
would help us to understand better, as a society, the
vastness of the Christian life ; but we require also the
commemoration of ideas (if I may so speak), in order
that we may bear in mind the new conditions of the
spiritual life, which are suggested by the belief in the
communion of saints.

The Festival of the Transliguration

ONE festival still survives by name in our Kalendar
which completely expresses part of what I mean, the
Festival of the Transfiguration.

The Transfiguration is the revelation of the potential
spirituality of the earthly life in its highest outward form.
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In the Transfiguration the present and the past are
scen in a fellowship of glory ; and the future in its great
features lies open for consideration.

Such an event, distinct in its teaching from the
Resurrection, and yet closely akin to it, calls for more
religious recognition than it receives. It is able, if we
enter into its meaning, to bring vividly before us the
reality of a communion of the living and the dead.

Here, as elsewhere, the Lord, as the Son of man,
gives the measure of the capacity of humanity, and shews
that to which He leads those who are united with Him.

The Festival of the Transfiguration furnishes an
opportunity for bringing out the idea of the widest
fellowship of men.

The Festital of 2t Michael and AN Angels

THE Festival of St. Michael and All Angels furnishes
an opportunity for bringing out the complementary idea
of the interpenetration of human life by life of another
order.

And if it be true (and who has not felt it?) that “the
world —the world of sense—*is too much with us,”
then a remedy is here offered for our use.

The reserve and the revelations of Scripture are
equally eloquent.

We commonly limit our notion of angelic service to
personal ministration. No doubt Scripture dwells speci-
ally on this kind of office ; but it indicates yet more,—a
ministration of angels in nature, which brings both them
and the world closer to men.

Perhaps one effect of the growing clearness with
which we apprehend the laws of physical phenomena is
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to bring out into prominence the thought of the powers
which work according to them.

The sense of action by law places the agent very near
tous. “I can see,” writes one who was himself a dis-
tinguished physiologist, * nothing in all nature but the
loving acts of spiritual beings.”

However strange the conception may be, it contains,
I believe, truths which we have not yet mastered. And
in this respect we commonly embarrass ourselves by
mentally presenting all action under the forms of human
action.

Spirit, it is obvious, may act in other ways; and our
festival of the heavenly order remains to help us little by
little to apprehend in this larger sense the revelation of
the communion of saints.

Commemoration made effective by fHevitation

TO our great loss, the faculty and the habit of medita-
tion have not as yet been cultivated among us.

Our national character, and, at present, the prevailing
spirit of realism, are alien from it.

Yet the praise to God’s glory, which comes through
the devout consideration of His action in men, is truc
work.

We are apt to dwell on the littlenesses of men, or, if
not, upon the picturesque aspects of their lives,—to bring
them down in some measure to our level, and not aspire
to their highest.

It is, however, through such aspiration alone,
quickened by the thoughtful study of that which the
Spirit wrought in them, that we can enter into fellowship
with their true life.
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Weaknesses, faults, errors, accidents of time and
place, fall away. We learn to look upon the love, the
courage, the faith, the self-sacrifice, the simplicity of
truth which they embodied, and so become invigorated
by vital contact with the eternal manifested through men.

The fellowship of spirit with spirit is closer, and may
be more powerful than the precious fellowship which we
can hold with books.

And there is no limit to this inspiring communion.
It embraces the living and the dead. It acknowledges
no saddest necessity of outward separation as reaching
to the region in which it is. It does not even seek for
the confirmation of any visible pledge.

By saints we understand all who welcome and appro-
priate and show forth, in whatever way, the gifts of the
Spirit.

If we are ready to follow, Christ, through the Spirit
sent in His name, will guide us to some one in whom
we may study the virtue of His presence.

Christian names are, and they can be treated as, the
dedication names of each believer.

Importance of diwelling on the Wighest Tveals

MEDITATION on the saintliness of saintly men must
be supplemented by meditation on angels, as the repre-
sentatives of the unseen world, if we are to feel the full
extent of the communion of saints.

We cannot, it is true, presume to press such medita-
tions into detail. It is enough if we recognise the
service, the sympathy, of the host of heaven.

We must, as far as we may be able, both in public ser-
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vice and in private thought, present and dwell upon the
greatest facts, the greatest aspects of things, the greatest
truths, refusing to rest upon the transitory and temporal,
if we are to realise, as we can do, the communion of
saints, the fulness of the manifestation of the spiritual
life, and its eternal power.

A hymn-book is a confession of the communion of
saints.

There is, indeed, a danger as well as a use in the
contemplation of great ideals. If they lift us for a while
above the strife of details, they may unfit us for dealing
with the concrete questions which arise in daily work.

But this ideal of our spiritual life, seen in its many
parts, through the ages and everywhere around us, made
our own by the communion of saints, seems to me to
be most practical in its influence.

The one ground of union is the possession of a
common life, and not any nicely calculated scheme of
compromise. To see the life even from afar, to look
towards it, is in some degree to reach a serener atmos-
phere; to feel the true proportion of things, to gain the
earnest of an interpretation of the mysteries by which
we are perplexed. :

The thought of a life eternal, underlying, so to speak,
the fleeting phenomena of sense, not future so much as
shrouded, is characteristic of Christianity ; it is included
in the fact of the Incarnation, and it meets our present
distress and disharmony with a message of hope.

Most of us will remember the magnificent myth in
the Phadrus, in which Plato seeks to explain the origin
of the highest forces in our earthly being. On stated
days human souls, he says, follow in the train of the
gods, and rising above the world, gaze on the eternal and
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absolute. It is only by strenuous and painful endeavour
that they can gain for a brief space the vision, which is
the appointed food of diviner natures. Then they fail
to earth, and their bodily life corresponds with the range
and clearness of the celestial impressions which they
retain.  So they recognise about them during their
earthly sojourn the images of higher things, and again
strive upwards.

For us the revelation of Christ has made this dream
a truth. In Him we see perfect sacrifice, perfect truth,
perfect wisdom, perfect love; and having seen it, we
can discern signs of His presence in them who shew
His gifts. He gives unity, and they reveal to us His
fulness. In our kinsmanship with them we welcome
the pledge of a life which is beyond time.

Chrigtianity meets the Necds of Man

CHRISTIANITY claims to be a Gospel ; to offer to
men that which answers to their needs ; to disclose in a
form available for life eternal truths which we are so
constituted as to recognise, though we could not of
ourselves discover them. Its verification, therefore, will
lie in its essential character; in its fitness to fulfil this
work, which is as broad as the world.

The religion which is able to bring peace at one stage
of human development may be wholly ineffective at
another.

When, therefore, we look for a religion which shall
perfectly satisfy the needs of men, we look for onc
which is essentially fitted for the support of man as man.

Such a religion must have a vital energy commensurate
with all conceivable human progress.

And yet again: the perfect religion must not only
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have the power of dealing with man and men throughout
the course of their manifold development ; it must have
the power of dealing with the complete fulness of life at
any moment, It must have the present power of dealing
with the problems of our being and of our destiny in
relation to thought and to action and to feeling.

A perfect religion—a religion which offers a complete
satisfaction to the religious wants of man—must be able
to meet the religious wants of the individual, the society,
the race, in the complete course of their development
and in the manifold intensity of each separate human
faculty.

This being so, I contend that the faith in Christ,
born, crucified, risen, ascended, forms the basis of this
perfect religion ; that it is able, in virtue of its essential
character, to bring peace in view of the problems of life
under every variety of circumstance and character—to
illuminate, to develop, and to inspire every human
faculty.

My contention rests upon the recognition of the two
marks by which Christianity is distinguished from every
other religion. It is absolute and it is historical.

Christianity is not a theory, a splendid guess, but a
proclamation of facts.

Nothing in the whole realm of nature can be alien
from man, who gathers to himself an epitome of nature ;
nothing, therefore, is incapable of sharing in the conse-
cration and transfigurement by which he is ennobled.

The Incarnation and the Resurrection reconcile the
two characteristics of our faith ; they establish the right
of Christianity to be called historical, they establish its
right to be called absolute.
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Our DNecd of Light satisliey by Christ

THERE is not, I think, 2 more impressive image in
literature than that in which Dr. Newman describes the
first effect of the world upon the man who looks there
for tokens of the presence of God. “It is,” he says,
“as if I looked in a mirror and saw no reflection of my
own face.” This is the first, the natural effect.

But the record of the life of Christ, the thought of
the presence of Christ, changes all.  Christ, as He lived
and lives, justifies our highest hope. He opens depths
of vision below the surface of things. He transforms
suffering ; He shews us the highest aspirations of our
being satisfied through a way of sorrow. He redresses
the superficial inequalities of life by revealing its eternal
glory. He enables us to understand how, being what
we are, every grief and every strain of sensibility can be
made in Him contributory to the working out of our
common destiny.

Let us once feel that the anguish of creation is indeed
the travail-pain of a new birth, as Scripture teaches, and
we shall be strengthened to bear and to wait.

Our ey of an Ideal gatisficy by Christ

AS men—as men in our essential constitution, and
not only as fallen men—we need an ideal which may
move us to effort.,

1t is generally agreed that the type of character pre-
sented to us in the Gospels is the highest which we can
fashion. The person of the Lord meets us at every point
in our strivings, and discloses something to call out in us
loftier endeavour.

In Him we discover in the most complete harmony
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all the excellencies which are divided, not unequally,
between man and woman.

In Him we can recognise the gift which has been
entrusted to each one of us severally, used in its true
relation to the other endowments of humanity. He
enters into the fulness of life, and makes known the
value of each detail of life.

Christ offcrs an Eveal for ug, fov all MHen and fov all Time

AND what He does for us He does for all men and
for all time. There is nothing in the ideal which He
offers which belongs to any particular age or class or
nation.

He stands above all and unites all. That which
was local or transitory in the circumstances under which
He lived, in the controversies of rival sects, in the
struggles of patriotism, in the isolation of religious pride,
leaves no colour in His character. All that is abiding,
all that is human, is there without admixture, in that
eternal energy which man’s heart can recognise in its
time of trial.

So it is that the person of the Lord satisfies the
requirement of growth which belongs to the religious
nature of man. Our sense of His perfections grows with
our own moral advance. We see more of His beauty as
our power of vision is disciplined and purified. The slow
unfolding of life enables us to discern new meaning in
His presence. In His humanity is included whatever
belongs to the consummation of the individual and of
the race not only in one stage, but in all stages of pro-
gress, not only in regard to some endowments, but in
regard to the whole inheritance of our nature, enlarged
by the most vigorous use while the world lasts.

We in our weakness and littleness, confine our
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thoughts from generation to generation, now to this
fragment of His fulness and now to that; but it is, I
believe, true without exception in every realm of man’s
activity, true in action, true in literature, true in art, that
the works which receive the most lasting homage of the
soul are those which are most Christian ; and that it is in
each the Christian element, the element which answers
to the fact of the Incarnation, to the fellowship of God
with man as an accomplished reality of the present order,
which attracts and holds our reverence. In the essence
of things it cannot be otherwise. Our infirmity alone
enfeebles the effect of the truth which we have to embody.

Qur Need of Pofver satislicy by Christ

O accumulation of failures can destroy the sense of
our destiny. But alone in ourselves, as we look back
sadly, we confess that we have no new resource of strength
for the future, as we have no ability to undo the past.
The loftiest souls, apart from Christ, recognise that they
were made for an end which “naturally ” is unattainable.

This need brings into prominence the supreme char-
acteristic of the Faith, Christ meets the acknowledgment
of individual helplessness with the offer of fellowship.
He reveals union with Himself, union with God, and
union with man in Him, as the spring of power, and the
inspiration of effort.

The Solution of the Problem of Egsence

IT has been excellently laid down by one who was not
of us that “ the solution of the problem of essence, of the
questions, Whence? What? and Whither ? must be in
a life and not in a book.”

He who said, “I came forth from the Father, and am

H
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come into the world ; again, I leave the world, and go to
the Father,” illuminated the words by actions which
made known the divine original and the divine destiny
of man.

The Kuappiness of the whole the Wappiness of all

POLITICIANS aim at ‘‘ the greatest happiness of the
greatest number,” but we have a surer and wider prin-
ciple for our guidance, that the happiness of the whole is
the happiness of all. -

Chrigtiang Belishers in a libing, a speaking Gov

WE are, we must be, as believers in Christ, in the
presence of a living, that is, of a speaking God.
Nothing, indeed, can be added to the facts of the Gospel,
but all history and all nature is the commentary upon
them. And the loftiest conceptions of human destiny
and human duty cannot but be quickened and raised by
the message which reaches through the finite to the
infinite, through time to eternity: “In the beginning
was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God. . . . And the Word became flesh, and
tabernacled among us.”

The Canon of Zcripture

THE question of the Canon of Holy Scripture has
assumed at the present day a new position in Theology.
The Bible can no longer be regarded merely as a
common storehouse of controversial weapons, or an
acknowledged exception to the rules of literary criticism.
Modern scholars, from various motives, have distin-
guished its constituent parts, and shewn in what way each
was related to the peculiar circumstances of its origin.
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Christianity has gained by the issue; for it is an
unspeakable advantage that the Books of the New
Testament are now seen to be organically united with
the lives of the Apostles: that they are recognised as
living monuments, reared in the midst of struggles within
and without by men who had seen Christ, stamped with
the character of their age, and inscribed with the dialect
which they spoke : that they are felt to be a product as
well as a source of spiritual life.

Their true harmony can only be realised after a
perception of their distinct peculiarities.

It cannot be too often repeated that the history of
the formation of the whole Canon involves little less than
the history of the building of the Catholic Church.

The Bible is for us the sum of prophetic and
Apostolic literature, but that is not its essential char-
acteristic. It contains “all that concerns Christ ” in the
same sense in which the Gospel contains all the teach-
ing of Christ The completeness in each case is
not absolute but relative to the work which is to be
accomplished.

The Bible justifies our loftiest Aspivations

NO one who regards with calm, open eyes the super-
ficial prospect of the world can fail to feel its sadness.
That which we hold to be the highest truth is to a great
extent unknown, or defaced by corruptions, or discredited
by divisions. We are met on every side by signs of
what appears to be inevitable waste, incompleteness,
suffering. We look within, and find in our own souls
the fruits and the elements of a conflict which make the
attainment of peace by our own power impossible except
at the price of insensibility. We look without upon
society, and we find there reproduced upon a large scale




100 THE RECORDS OF REVELATION

the passions, the selfishness, the ambitions, the pains, by
which we ourselves are distracted. We look on nature,
and as we look we learn to recognise that in “ meadow,
grove, and stream ” there is beneath the smiling surface
a fierce and unending struggle for existence which in
some sense makes the whole earth a tomb. If what we
see with our feeble powers, our transitory experience,
were all, we might well despair. To man, using his own
faculties only, the present, as far as I can judge, offers no
prospect of a future more bright than the chequered
past. The certainty of change brings no assurance of
progress.

But in spite of every discouragement we cling to the
trust with which we were born. Even when the last
conclusions of despondency are forced upon us by the
facts of life, the heart will not surrender its loftiest
aspirations.

And the Bible justifies them. The Bible, in which
we can see human life, the simplest and the loftiest,
penetrated by a Divine life, gives us as an abiding
possession that which nature and the soul shew only
far off for a brief moment, to withdraw it again from the
gaze of the inquirer—the vision of a Divine Presence.

The Bible discloses to us behind the veil of phenom-
ena something more than sovereign law, something more
than absolute being.

It may for long ages be silent as to the future, but from
the beginning to the end it is inspired by the eternal.

It places man face to face with God from the first
symbolic scene in the Garden of Eden to the last
symbolic scene in the New Jerusalem.

It enables us to discern with spiritual perception One
who is not loving only but Love, One from Whose will
all creation flows, and to Whose purpose it answers, of
Whom and through Whom and unto Whom are all things.
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In a word, the Bible writes hope over the darkest
fields of life. Man needs hope above all things; and
the Bible is the charter of hope, the message of the
God of revelation, Who alone is #e God of hope.

For us it is the view which the Bible gives of His
forbearance and long-suffering ; of His compassionate and
gentle dealing with the rude, the ignorant, and the erring ;
of His large counsels, whereby all faithful though im-
perfect labour is made to minister to His service, which
keeps our hope freshest in the face of our own trials.

We are for the most part busily occupied with the
cares, the problems, the lessons of our own place and
time.

The range of our activity tends to limit the range of
our interest. We yield to the temptation of forgetting
the great deserts of barbarism which are spread over the
face of the earth—the long ages of dull monotony which
represent the life of many peoples. But those dreary
spaces also belong to the history of that one body of
mankind in which we are members, of that planet which
was the scene of the Incarnation.

Each period of silence, the most unbroken in its
awful stillness, is part of the education of the world.
As we look upon the spectacle—the long discipline,
fruitful in its manifold complexity; the glorious issue,
prevailing in its infinite sorrows-—there comes to us a
joy proportioned to the vast blanks which we have felt.

The Biblical interpretation of pre-Christian history
reveals to us the law of God’s dealing with men in the
present.

And so we in our day of trial gain strength to wait
in the presence of ends unattained, and as yet unattain-
able.
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Humanity is not a splendid ruin, deserted by the
great King Who once dwelt within its shrine, but a
living body, racked, maimed, diseased, it may be, but
stirred by noble thoughts which cannot for ever be in
vain.

Hope is the child of sympathy and faith, born not
without pain.

That we might have hope—hope for the single soul,
hope for the body to which we inseparably belong ; hope
for the creation committed to our care—fair under con-
ditions of decay; hope for honest thought in the con-
templation of solemn problems; hope for courageous
action in the presence of aggressive evil; the infinite
hope which we need, and which, as far as I see, we can-
not find elsewhere.

Every fragment of human life will illuminate the
teaching of the Bible, and no single race can exhaust it.

That which the light of language and the monuments
of antiquity did in the sixteenth century to illuminate
the sacred writings and shew their power on the in-
dividual conscience, the light of science in its widest
sense, and the broader apprehension of history, promise
to do now.

Symptoms converge from every side to shew that our
own race and our own country is being called to fulfil
the evangelic charge for which material prosperity, wide
dominion, social freedom, unbroken national develop-
ment, have been only the preparation.










THE CHRISTIAN SOCIETY: ITS OFFICE
AND GROWTH

The tiog Empives—the Chureh anv the Worly

o

[‘ HE coincidence of the establishment of the Roman
Empire with the rise of Christianity has always attracted
the attention of modern historians.

Christianity was destined by its very nature not to
save but to destroy the Empire: at the same time their
outward correspondence was not less full of meaning.
All that was progressive in the old world was united
under one supreme head at the time when the new faith
was revealed which should bind the universe together in
a sovereign unity.

Peace won by arms ushered in Him who revealed the
peace of life in God.

The Failure of the Empive and the Pictory of the Church

SO it was that the only two powers which have claimed
absolute dominion over mankind appeared together.
For three centuries each followed the necessary law of
its development. Then at last the Empire was seen to
have failed; and the Church was seen to contain the
forces which could regenerate and rule the world.
Diocletian, when he finally organised the old power of
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the State with the greatest political genius, gave the
occasion for the concentration of the power of the
Church, and prepared the way for its victory.

The Gospel essentially the Proclamation of a Bingdom

THE message of the Gospel was essentially the pro-
clamation of a Kingdom, “a Kingdom of heaven,” “a
Kingdom of God,” “a Kingdom of the Son of Man.”

The coming of a Kingdom was the keynote of the
preaching of John the Baptist and of Christ Himself.

The disciples were “the sons of the Kingdom.” As
a King Christ died. During the great forty days He
spoke of “the things pertaining to the Kingdom.” When
the faith was first carried beyond the limits of Judaa,
Philip announced to Samaria “the Gospel of the Kingdom
of God.” The burden of St. Paul’s first teaching in
Furope was that there was “another King than Cesar,
even Jesus.” The same Apostle, when he sums up his
work, describes himself as having gone about “ preaching
the Kingdom of God”; and the last glimpse which is
given of his labours at Rome shews him there still
preaching the Kingdom.

Everywhere the same idea is prominent in the history
of the Acts and in the Apostolic letters. At one time
it excites the hostility of unbelievers ; at another time it
gives occasion to mistaken hopes in Christians. But
however the truth was misrepresented and misunderstood,
however much it gave occasion to unjust attacks and
visionary expectations, it was still held firmly. The idea
may have grown somewhat unfamiliar to us now, but it is
clearly impressed upon the New Testament.

The ttoo Empives compared

T is quite true to say that two Empires, two social
organisations, designed to embrace the whole world,
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started together in the first century. The one appeared
in the completeness of its form: the other only in the
first embodiment of the vital principle which included
all aftergrowth. But the two Empires had nothing in
common except their point of departure and their claim
to universality. In principle, in mode of action, in
sanctions, in scope, in history, they offer an absolute
contrast. The Roman Empire was essentially based on
positive law; it was maintained by force; it appealed
to outward well-doing ; it aimed at producing external
co-operation or conformity. The Christian Empire was
no less essentially based on faith: it was propagated
and upheld by conviction : it lifted the thoughts and
working of men to that which was spiritual and eternal :
it strove towards the manifold exhibition of one common
life. The history of the Roman Empire is from the
first the history of a decline and fall, checked by many
noble efforts and many wise counsels, but still inevitable.
The history of the Christian Empire is from the first the
history of a victorious progress, stayed and saddened by
frequent faithlessness and self-seeking, but still certain
and assured though never completed.

The necegsary Colligion bettween Christianity and
Boman Law

IF a distinct conception be formed of what Christianity
is, it will be evident that a sincere and zealous pagan
could not but persecute it.

Christianity came forward as a universal religion. It
could not take a place as one among many; and this
was the utmost which ancient modes of thought could
concede to it.

The idea of toleration as expressing a respect for
personal conviction was utterly unknown to the statesmen
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of the old world. It found no clear expression in the
new world till the seventeenth century. The toleration
of the Empire was in effect not unlike toleration in
Russia now : it accepted diversities which had established
themselves by actual existence, but it allowed no change
away from the national faith.

The national religion was a part of the historical
development and habits of the nation, a mode of express-
ing certain thoughts and convictions which could no
more be changed than language.

Nothing struck the apologists with more amazement
than the first natural consequence which followed from
this difference between the Christian and heathen con-
ceptions of religion. They saw the popular gods held
up to mockery upon the stage, degraded in the works of
poets, ridiculed by philosophers, and they could not
reconcile such license and sarcasm with resolute devotion.
But to the polytheist of the empire—and to all later
polytheists—the offices of worship were an act of public
duty and not of private confession, Qutward conformity
in act was owed to the State, complete freedom in opinion
and word was allowed to the worshipper. There was
no complete and necessary correspondence between the
form and the thought.

With the Christian it was otherwise. His religion
was the expression of his soul. So it was that the
Christian confessor would make no compromise. This
phenomenon was a novel one; and we can see in the
records of the martyrdoms how utterly the magistrates
were incapable of understanding the difficulty which
Christians felt in official conformity. In their judgment
it was perfectly consistent with religious faith to drop
the morsel of incense on the fire, and still retain allegiance
to Christ.




THE TWO EMPIRES—CHURCH AND WORLD 109

All that they required was the appearance of obedience
and not the distinct expression of conviction. “Have
regard for thy gray hairs” or “for thy tender youth”
was the common appeal of a merciful judge, who failed
to apprehend that the faith of the Christian like his own
being was one.

“What harm is it to say, ‘O Lord Casar,’ and to
sacrifice and be saved ?” was the well-meant expostulation
which was addressed to Polycarp on his way to trial.

The Sarly Chrigtians’ Position one of continued Protest

THE pagan temples were to Christians like unclean
sepulchres, of which they ‘were tempted to shew their
loathing openly. Though Origen condemns such conduct
as lawless and rude, it is easy to see that zeal would often
be carried beyond the limits of reason and good order.

Heathenism, indeed, was so mixed up with the
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